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The Coﬁques_t of Modernity and the Paradox of the Post-Modern
Masaji MAEDA

- The discursive narrative that compose Post-modern thought and authority questions and critiques
reason, rationality and the progreséive view of history. However, at the same time, that post-modem
discourse of difference, mupltiplicity,.. and hybridity is itself seen as conservative or relativistic, and
can be accused of intentionally falling back into the patterns of the capitalist system and bio-power.

This paper attempts to reconsider this internal paradox of post-modern thought. First, it takes up
Jean-Francois Lyotard's nation of the post-modem as the loss of the "grand narrative" of beliefs
and ideology that -supported modemity. Lyotard did not simply see post-modemnity as the coming
of a new type of society, he regarded it as the transformation of society within the framework of
modemity. That is, Lyotard's story of the loss of the "grand narrative" of modemity is itself part
of the circulation of that "grand narrative" and, therefore, self-contradictory.

Next, through Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari's nations of desiring-machines and the paradox
of desire, as well as Jacques Derrida's deconstruction and denial theology, the paper reconsiders the
complementary immanent contradictions of the post-modern. In conclusion, using the perspective
established in the preceding discussion, this study explores post-modern ideas which transform
Michel Foucault's disciplinary society into the control society defined by Deleuze. Problematizing
the foundations of modemity in this way explains how the circulation of questions about those
foundations is in fact the basis of post-modern thought and why it keeps returning to the problem
of modemity.

Key Words : Modern. Post-Modermn. Grand-Narrative. Desiring-Mach'ines\ Deconstruction
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