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In opposition to ‘Momoyama—centrism’
Yanagi Muneyoshi’s ideological struggle over
Japanese esthetic sense

Hitoshi TAKENAKA

In 1920-30’s, Mingei movement had many rivals. For example, Okuda Seiichi, a leader
of -‘Saiko—kai society’, was the most famous. In those days, he established one of the
main streams of aesthetics about pre-modern Japanese ceramics. He emphasized that
crafts of the Momoyama era was the most glorious during the whole history of Japan -
and that the Edo period was an era of decline. This statement itself was genuinely es-
thetical, but it complied necessarily a implicit political message that we had to complete
Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s unfinished project of invasion of Korea in the Momoyama era.

From this perspective, Yanagi’s assertions of ’Mingei’ implied a counter movement
against implicitly political *'momoyama—centrism’. For example, Yanagi harshly criticized
Rikyu and Raku—ware. It means that Rikyu, the most famous teamaster and consummator
of tea ceremony, established Japanization of tea ceremony which had been originally mul-
ticultural. The Raku-—ware, lead—glazed teabowls directly produced by Rikyu, is a symbol
of this Japanization. Rikyu’s movement unintentionally has tended to obliterate the great
importance of Korean impacts to Japanese crafts. Yanagi admired leaders of tea ceremony
before Rikyu rather than Rikyu himself, because the former were not entirely Japanized.

In contrast with Okuda, Yanagi appreciated crafts of the Edo era. From his viewpoint,
diversity of Edo crafts was attractive because he found an incisive critique of *Mo-
moyama—centrism’ in it. All things considered, I can count Yanagi among social theorists

of great insight into the issues of multiculturalism.



