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Teachers’ perceptions of social power used by school psychologists
in school consultation

Nao TANAKAMI (Graduate School of Education, Okayama University)
Katsuyoshi FUCHIGAMI (Graduate School of Education, Okayama University)

Social power has been recognized as central to understanding aspects of school consultation (Erchul &
Raven, 1997). This study examined teachers’ perceptions of social power used by the school psychologist in
school consultation. A modified version of the Interpersonal Power Inventory (Erchul et al., 1999) and
Interpersonal Image Inventory was completed by 234 school teachers. Results indicated (a) the power
bases that operate within the psychologist/teacher consulting relationship can be summarized by three
teachers that were labeled relationship power, expert and informational power, and referent power; and b)
teachers who rated referent power as the most effective bases showed the most positive interpersonal
image towards school psychologists. Finding suggesting Japanese teachers and American teachers hold
different view of social power included Japanese teachers rating psychologists use of referent power as
more effective, and American teachers rating psychologists use of expert and informational power as more
effective.

Keywords: social power, school consultation, school psychologist, teacher, referent power

— 153 —



