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SUMMARY

~ The Feast of the Dead: Symbolic Meaning of Funeral Pottery
in Kofun Period’s Burial Mounds
Naoto TERAMAE

Kofun period is of great importance in order to think the complexifica-
tion of Japanese archipelago’s societies. Changes or continuities in funeral
rituals seen during Kofun period-age of great manpower mobilization for the
construction of burial mounds-, are of great meaning in the matter of social
stratification and religious belief.

The present contribution aims at abetter comprehension of the transfor-
mation perceived in the pottery deposits found in passage graves of the 6Th
Century. ' : : v .

Altogether with the apparition of passage graves in the archipelago, pot--
tery deposit customs from the Chinese and Korean cultural area also came to
take place. The mainstream theory in Classical History is then to consider,
based on the myths reported in the oldest classical texts known in Japan (the
. Kojiki and the Nihonshoki), that these potteries were meant to symbolize food
and codking for the dead in his afterlife, and are then evidences of the ideologi-
cal influence of the continent regarding the conception of life after death.

However, according to further data analysis made on our own, it appears
that sensible different interpretations can be made of the pottery found in pas-

sage graves. Indeed, among the artifacts brought in the tomb, items related to
» cooking and conservation purpose are very scarce comparing to simple eating
vessels. The former are generally associated with other criteria, emphasizing
clearly Migrants from continent, while the latter are found in the biggest burial \
mounds of the time, emphasizing a highest social level among the archipelago
~ society. As a consequence, and in contradiction to what is generally consid-
ered in Classical History, this differentiation between cultural attributes
among burials tends to prove that, during the 6t Century, '
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