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BOE O KB H & BN DO R

The Presidentialization of Politics and the Influence on
the Legislative Process

Katsuhiro MUSASHI*

Abstract

This paper verifies the presidentialization of Japanese politics by analyzing how the
prime minister leads the policy-making process. The prime minister’'s power resources in-
creased and the prime minister's autonomy was expanded vis-a-vis the executive branch
and political parties, and leadership effects in voting behavior grew during the Koizumi
administration. As a result, the prime minister came to lead policy decisions. However, the
Abe administration lost the support of the people due to the lack of leadership. Further-
more, the Fukuda administration isn't able to maintain the prime minister's predominance
because the influence of political parties has become stronger. In conclusion, the presiden-
tialization strengthened the prime minister’s leadership, but it also caused the decline of

functions of deliberation and consensus-building in the Diet.
F—7— N K#EkL. M) v — A, B EREROAKL. V—F—T v T

Keywords : Presidentialization, Power resources, Autonomy, Personalization of the elec-

toral process, Leadership
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