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The Rise and Decline of Chicago School

TAMAI, Mariko

When we see the rise and decline of Chicago School been, we find that the perspective of sociological
methods has been closely connected with social situation of the time. The method that Chicago School mainly used
was ethnographic by which researchers tried to solue the problems that abrupt industrialization brought about. What
we have to keep in mind is the industrialization caused by the laissez-faire economic policy of American government
based on Spencer theory. The reason why people use the ethnographic method was because the method could
approach the man/woman in the street or the social minorities who were neglected by the theory. The sociological
stance was constructed by Albion Small (first generation of Chicago School) and bore fruit in the monographs of
third generations, for example The Jack-Roller.

But soon the academic style of this School became marginal, and the cause of this marginalization was the
change in social situation( rise of patriotism, entering first world war, and so on) .



