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Upon the Release of Journal of the Research Institute
for World Languages

Research Institute for World Languages
Director, Akira Takahashi

The premier issue of Journal of the Research Institute for World Languages will be
published in the spring of 2009, which is the 18th month anniversary since the
establishment of the Research Institute for World Languages (RIWL) as one of the
symbols of Osaka University and Osaka University of Foreign Studies” integration.

RIWL inherits the former Osaka University of Foreign Studies’ philosophy of
foundation since its inception, and it aims to promote sophisticated studies of various
world languages as well as worldwide cultures and societies having language at their
base. To realize this goal, the institute has 55 Japanese and 25 foreign faculty members,
as well as specially appointed professors and researchers - a total of 97 people (as of
January 1, 2009) who specialize in the studies of 25 world languages and regional
cultures, persevering in their researches every day. Furthermore, through classes held
in the School of Foreign Studies as well as the Graduate school of Language and
Culture, the research results are passed along to benefit Osaka University’s education.

Our basic stance in carrying out our studies is the following: without sophisticated
knowledge as well as application abilities of each language, it is impossible to truly
understand the culture and society of each region, and without the rich knowledge and
insight into each culture and society, we cannot hope to understand its language. Thus
linguistic studies are one and the same with cultural and social studies of the regions
where those languages are used. Moreover, all of the intellectual activities of the people
around the world are rooted in language, and they thrive using language as their
vehicle, only to be converged into language again. Because of this, not only culture and
society but everything we humans engage in is united with language, and cannot be
dissociated from it.

Put simply, as RIWL sees it, the world’s linguistic studies are attempts to unravel
the universe - the macrocosm of all human intellectual activities — based on a principle
called language. From this perspective, we will address not only existing humane
studies, but also the pathology of the human mind as well as the development of an
infant’s mind, or even look back from the history of science to the secret of its creation
and ideas; as long as the human language exists, we will strive to augment opportunities
of intercommunion, always in search of the possibility of interdisciplinary researches of
even broader ranges, such as medicine or science and engineering.

In our premier issue, we have published discussions by front-line foreign
researchers in the feature called “World Languages and their Universe,. This is to
present language itself as one boundless universe, and as an antecedent to embracing
as our research subject all of humankind’s intellectual activities having language at
their base. Furthermore, a great variety of contributed papers on the world’s languages
and regions were published as well. Though we must leave it to the readers to
determine exactly how much we have accomplished, this is nevertheless a start. Our
members are determined to continue pushing forward with the researches in a unified
manner, and your encouragement will be most appreciated.

Finally, we would like to thank the members of the editorial committee who were
involved in the complicated editing process, forced to cut back on their own research
time. But most of all, we would like to express our gratitude towards the contributors
who sent us their brilliant findings.



