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Current Status and Issues of Japanese Language Education
for Non-Native Pupils : Implications from Research

at Junior High Schools in Osaka Prefecture

UZUHASH], Yoshiko HIRASAWA, Yasumasa

In recent years there has been a rapid increase of pupils whose mother tongues are not Japanese in Japanese
schools. The Japanese language education for them has been insufficient and there has not been enough discussion
on this issue. This situation has caused some serious problems among pupils.

This study is intended to examine the Japanese language education which has been conducted in junior high
schools, and also to research how it has affected the pupils.

In particular, the focus was on the following three issues:

1. Design of Japanese language teaching, especially the problems associated with the function of “center-schools”
2. Relationship between mother tongue usage and learning process of Japanese and other subjects at school.
3. Difficult situation in determining the course after graduating from junior high school.

In conclusion, an argument is made that the framework of Japanese language education for non-native pupils
should be changed to “Japanese as a Second Language(JSL}) education” which helps form the foundation for their
lifelong education.
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