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The Tradition of Collecting Old Objects,

the Descent of Treasuring Old Objects

—The Modernization of Japanese Historical Archaeology—

Atsushi NAKAI

In the history of Japanese archaeology, some epochs such as the excavation of
the Omori shell mound and the establishment of the Tokyo anthropology society
have been evaluated as the distinct modernization of Japanese Archaeology. The
purpose of this paper is to rethink this gap between pre-modern and modern in
Japanese archaeology by focusing on activities of ##% Shuko-kai. '

## % Shuko-kai was established in 1896, by some anthropologists who be-
longed to the division of anthropology, Tokyo Imperial University. The major
purpose of their society was in the exchange of knowledge concerning old ob-
jects, so members gathered up various old objects in regular meetings which held
five times a year. This aim was resulted from an old intellectual tradition of £
collecting old objects in Edo period, but %% Shuko-kai had modernized fea-
tures such as a membership system, periodical publication of journals and so on.
They consciously intended to present the results of their activities.

The members of £#% Shuko-kai in Taisho period, many of them were not
professional archaeologists but dilettanti, had professed the their intellectual activi-
ties as SEEEHEE Shigaku-koukogaku, “history and archaeology” or “historical
archaeology”. They were particular about the reconstructing connections be-
tween old objects and names and described old objects themselves. This is sub-
stance of their 5 %-& % Shigaku-koukogaku.

This style seemed to be strange from our contemporary view, but it was not
strange in modern age. The activities of ZH¥% (HAZEEHEF %) the Archaeo-
logical Society of Nippon, which is the first academic society of Archaeology in
Japan, was in common with the activities of 8% % Shuko-kai. In the Archaeolog-
ical Society of Nippon, some archaeologists argued that historical records and ar-
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chaeological remains needed to be complementary each other for historical veri-
fying. This method was consistent with S2ZE &% Shigaku-koukogaku method
which was argued by members of $£77% Shuko-kai. So, beyond the boundaries
between professional archaeologists (the Archaeological Society of Nippon) and
amateur archaeologists or dilettanti (Shuko-kai), thus “philological archaeology”
paradigm had existed in modern Japanese archaeology.

The breakup of 22 & Shuko-kai was one of primary factors to cut off this par-
adigm. Many contemporary historical archaeologists tried to overcome “philo-
logical archaeology” and intend to construct “historiographical archaeology” by
introducing new viewpoints such as socio-economical history. The descent of i
i treasuring old objects from pre-modern age, which was succeeded by members
of 874 Shuko-kai, came to an end.






