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Whose Children Went to University and College?

Jyoji KIKUCHI

In 1938 the Japanese Ministry of Education made a large scale survey of student life in higher
education. All the students at all the national and local public universities and colleges were
required to fill the questionaire. To them were added students at several private universities
and colleges. This paper attempts to reanalyse the statistics of the survey, focusing mainly on
the occupational composition of parents of students at higer educaiton institutions in 1938.

The bulk of university and college students were, by and large, children of well-to-do families-
or at least of families able to support them through school. However, even sons of rather modest
family background, not sons of the poorest manual labourers and tenant peasants but at least
sons of owner farmers or small shopkeepers could go to university and college if
they were able to pass the examination.

It should be noted that, as the figures and tables show, the differences of occupational
composition between individual universities and colleges were not so large as had been sup-
posed. With the possible exception of the Buddhist private institutions, it could be concluded
that different types of Japanese higer education institutions recruited students from almost the
same social background.

This tentative conclusion would be suggestive enough to elicit several structural characteristics
of the Japanese educational system.



