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Toward the Reconstruction of the Structural-Functional Theory

Atsushi NAOI

Around the thirty years ago, the Structural-Functional Theory was the most popular
sociological theory in the world. In Japan, younger generation of sociologists
problematized the theory’s functionalist logiddashizumeet al ., (ITT10 Shida,[ 11110

The Structural-Functionalist could not respond to these critiques sufficienty, and around
[(ITTl's, it had become an almost moribund academic enterprise. This esseay will show
first, however, that these critiques have misread the thory. This essay will further show
that the reconstruction of the theory is possible by providing a micro-foundation from the
general social choice thory suggested by Amartya SenO[IT110

The purpose of this artucle is not simply to*“ save" the nearly dead theoretical

enterprise, but rather to suggest a way to reconstruct a macro social theory by providing
the micro-foundations.



