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The Attitude of Family Caregivers
toward the Elderly with Dementia

Minako MORIMOTO and Tetsuo KASHIWAGI

The objective of this study is to clarify the attitude of family caregivers toward the
elderly with dementia by qualitative approach.

Subjectives were 9 family caregivers, who care now or have cared elderly individuals
with dementialld Alzheimer type andl Vascular typél at home. They were recruited
from the H Hospital Institute for elderly in Osaka. Data were assembled through semi-
structured interviews, which after informed consent was obtained, were conducted-for
[(IT0 minutes in their homes or hospital etc. All interviews were recorded on audiotape
and then transcripted by the interviewer soon.

As a result of this research, there wéfé significant statements which were extracted
from the [ transcripts.0 clusters; that is, behavioral attitude, emotional attitude, and
thinking attitude, emerged from thedl]O In the cluster of behavioral attitude, subclusters
named the attitude of acceptahdélitemd] and that of activeneBKT]itemd] were found.
00O In the cluster of emotional attitude, subclusters named the attitude of obsefvation
itemd] denialdJitemd] uncontrolnes§lUitemd] and that of burdeflditemd] were
found.00O0O And the cluster of thinking attitude contained the attitude of defféHse
itemd] affectioi]ditemd] and that of accomplishmdnt] itemd]

Our data suggest that the attitude of family caregivers toward the elderly with
dementia contains many topics. In the future, to improve the quality of life that the
elderly with dementia have, we need to take these factors into account for development
of the standard measurement. The understanding about their objective attitude is expected
to be a valuable step toward comprehensive assistance to elderly with dementia.



