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Study on the Information Sources for Electing Courses of Studies in the First Grade:

General Education in Osaka University

Kenji HATTORI

The purpose of this paper is to explore the information sources, which are utilized by freshmen in

order to elect courses of studies in the first grade, and to study the information, which they need but

cannot obtain, in case of Osaka University. The following results were obtained. First, many fresh-

men utilize information from “Kurobus,” a booklet edited by some students, evaluating courses from

the perspective of how easily students can pass an examination. The number of students taking a

course is correlated with the rating received by the course in Kurobus. Second, however, most stu-

dents use the syllabus, and some students consider information from their seniors. Thus, freshmen

elect courses by combining information. Third, information that freshmen cannot easily obtain under

the present condition are the “teacher’s personality” and “teaching method.” Such information will be

provided in the “interactive syllabus,” which is being developed in the Institute for Higher Education

Research and Practice in Osaka University.
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