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A case of new university teacher : what sort of teaching
he gave and what he learnt out of the experience

Yoshio NAKATO

Reformation of university has always been eagerly discussed in Japan centering on its
instituional side. However, as Higer Education becoming more and more popular, the traditional
way of teaching in university, that is lecturing unilaterally, is losing its full function. So the theme
of this paper is to research into the existing condition of educational practice in university and its
probrems, looking back my own teaching of a particular year. Follwing points have come to the
front as problems out of my teaching experience. 1) Because teaching practice for becoming a -
university teacher is lacking, one has to start teaching without any experience. 2) There are some
classrooms that cannot adjust to changes of teaching style since the voices of teachers and
students are not reflected in planning colleges (learning environment). 3) It is difficult to build
the fundamental human relationship between a teacher and students in big classes, and it becomes

a heavy burden to teachers as well.

Most of the problems require time taking efforts like reformation of. the system itself. A
thought came to my mind, however, that pUtting following points into action, that can be done
simply by an individual teacher, may be able to lead to an improvement of teaching in university.

(1) teaching in such a way that students fully articipate
(2) opinion exchange amdng»teachers mainly through reseach on teaching, watching others’
teaching and the like.
(3) clarifying the aim of teaching (provided that it should not be treated as absolute)



