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Count Alessandro Fé D’ Ostiani, Italian minister
to Japan, and the problem of the admission of
foreigners in the inner districts of the Empire

—Centering on Italo-Japahese diplomatic and commercial
relations in the first years of the Meiji Era—

Giulio Antonio BERTELLI

Since the 1850s, a silkworm disease known as “pebrine” inflicted a fatal blow

to European and Italian silk production, forcing many traders to purchase unaf-
fected silkworm eggs in the most remote regions of the world so from the early
1860s some courageous Italian traders started to export Japanese silkworm eggs.
The Treaty of Amity and Commerce between Italy and Japan was signed in 1866
to promote this trade and this brought a gradually increasing number of Italian
silkworm traders to Japan for more than a decade. Every year, silkworm egg trad-
ers were trusted by the Italian sericulturists with large sums of money and were
‘expected to bring the greatest possible amount of high quality eggs back to Italy.
The attainment of this goal would have been considerably easier if the traders
had been able to visit the main Japanese sericultural districts in the inner regions
of the country and conduct examinations of production and casing methods to
certify the quality of the eggs, but as, in principal, the unequal treaties did not
allow foreigners to travel outside the foreign settlements, the Italian traders were
forced to purchase silkworm eggs of unknown quality at extremely high prices on
Yokohama market.

In this paper I would like to examine the efforts of the second Italian Minister
Plenipotentiary to Japan, Count Alessandro Fé& d’ Ostiani (1825-1895) to obtain
from the Japanese government the right for Italian citizens to circulate freely in
the inner districts of the Empire. Count F¢ was resident in Japan from 1870 to
1877 and actually had two brothers who worked as silkworm egg traders in China
and Japan. By utilizing mainly primary sources (i.e. official documents, letters
and reports; many of which are still unpublished) collected in different Italian and
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Japanese archives, I intend to demonstrate the historical significance of Count
F¢’s efforts, focusing mainly on the following points:

1)
2)

3)
4)

Count Fe’s diplomatic skills and his activity to achieve such privileges.
The actual privileges that Count F& was able to obtain from the Meiji Gov-
ernment for Italian citizens in Japan in the years 1872 and 1873.

The position and intervention taken by the Italian Government.

The problem of foreigners in inner regions of Japan and the evolution of
this issue.





