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Transferring the Processes of Disaster Revitalization to
Other Disaster-Stricken Areas

—Impact of a Letter from Shiodani Village of Ojiya City on Survivors in Kariwa Village—
Tomohide ATSUMI

Disaster revitalization refers to the dynamic process through which disaster survivors start a
new life-which has a different meaning from their pre-disaster life- and sustain it. The term also
includes the transfer of the starting - over process of the survivors of one disaster-stricken area to
those of other such areas, a phenomenon that is likely to activate the revitalization processes
there. The present study introduces a case from the author’s long-term collaborative practices
in Shiodani village of Ojiya city, Niigata - a village that was severely damaged by the 2004
Chuetsu Earthquake. When Kariwa village was similarly hit by the Niigata Chuetsu-Oki
earthguake in 2007, the ex-representative of Shiodani village wrote a letter to the survivors in
Kariwa. The key sentence of the letter, “Please do not rush,” infused the survivors with a sense
of relief. After reviewing the revitalization processes in Shiodani and Kariwa, this study
introduces the contents of the above mentioned letter. The letter is further examined as a
medium of disaster revitalization, with the meaning of its key sentence being interpreted within
the framework of the above term and its transfer. Finally, the present study suggests how future

studies should take into account documents couched in poetic language.



