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SUMMARY

The Significance and Role of the 12th Olympics
in the Hlstory of the Choral Movement in Japan
Atsuko YAMAGUCHI

Little research has been conducted on the choral movement in
Japan; its history has been discussed mainly by people who were actu-
ally involved in the movement. According to their reports, the Choral
Competition, which began in 1927 and “the All Sing Movement,” which
developed after around 1940, were important for the choral movement
in the prewar Showa Era(1927-1945). Their accounts revealed that
the latter; in particular, made the people realize that singing in chorus
was enjoyable. Consequently, in around 1960, Japan witnessed the
choir boom. However, these accounts have almost disregarded the
affair, surroundlng the 12th Olymplcs that were scheduled to be held in
Tokyo in 1940.

In 1936, the decision to hold the Tokyo Olympics was taken. Fol-
lowing this, great importance was attached to choral music in order to
show the world that excellent Western music could also be found in
Japan. Consequently, a number of small choirs were organized into
large ones. However, there was a split in the choral movement due to
the conflict between some music associations over who would take
charge and organize this movement. This conflict continued even after
the Olympics were cancelled in 1938. While those involved in the
affair later disregarded it due to its scandalous. nature, they had
welcomed the Olympics at that time because of the enhanced 1mpor-
tance attached to thé choir, which was not popular yet. -

This paper first aims to describe the situation surrounding the
choral movement during the two years between the decision to hold
the Tokyo Olympics and the decision to cancel them. Next, it analyzes
the reports of the people concerned in order to examine how the social
meaning of the choral movement was transformed by the affair. These
points have led me to regard the Tokyo Olympics as an important
turning point in the choral movement in Japan. ’ '
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