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SUMMARY

Surface Matters in Burne-Jones’ The Golden Stairs
Mie KUBO

The aim of this paper is to give critical attention to the surface and
pictorial space of Burne-Jones' painting, The Golden Stairs (1876-1880).
The arguments relating to surface and pictorial space have been discussed
in various ways, such as Charles Dickens’ criticism of the surface in Pre-
Raphaelite pictorial space as the ‘destruction of perspective’. In recent
research, David Peter Corbett has referred to Burne-Jones’ pictorial space
as one of “unmediation”, meaning the pictorial conflict between three-
dimensional modeling of figures compared to the relative planarity of the
background. His theory turns to 19th century word/image concerns
relating to whether the world can be apprehended in lieu of a intervening
medium (words), or whether the purely visual might mount an equivalent
competing claim. Corbett’s claims concerning the pictorial conflicts of
space in Burne-Jones’ work connects to both the verbal and visual
mediums which ostensibly represent reality. Part of the problem with this
theory however is that no specific attention or definition is given over to
the surface as such. The aim of this paper will be to give a more thorough
attention to how the surface of Burne-Jones’ painting appears. Here I try
to connect Burne-Jones’ sense of pictorial space with the issues noted
above and to further relate them to the pictorial space of stained glass in
Gothic cathedrals. The final contention will turn to Burne-Jones’
conception of pictorial space being more closely related to the glass
surfaces of Gothic stained glass than the Albertian conception of the
picture plane set down in the Quattrocento.

F—T— R : figures, visual, surface





