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Human Cognition of Metaphors and Metonymies

and the Polysemy of Soo-yuu-bubun-de

Hitoshi NAKATA

This paper explores a phrase soo-yuu-bubun-de, which has recently been
used more often among people in the spoken Japanese language. The phrase is
composed of mainly three parts: an adnominal adjunct soo-yuu which contains a
demonstrative adverb soo, a common noun bubun meaning ‘a part,” and an
oblique case marker de. Although meanings might be produced in a synthetic
way, the meaning of the phrase owes a lot to its noun bubun. Observing the 153
examples found on the Internet, five usages, except the literal usage, are labeled
by its noun’s meanings. And it is revealed that each usage is linked with others
by the human cognition of metaphors and metonymies.





