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The Development of Non-traditional Security
Discussion and Human Security in China

IR

Takanobu GOI*

Abstract

The focal point of the human security discussion seems to have changed from “what is
human security?” to “how to put human security into practice?” as some actors started us-
ing the concept with their own interpretations. In this article, the author overviews the way
both Chinese officials and academia have introduced the non-traditional perspectives in
their security discourse, and how the concept of human security came to be given an atten-
tion, most notably after the 2003 SARS epidemic. The article reveals that while it is still
preoccupied with the primacy of national sovereignty, China is growingly incorporating
human security-like approaches to help enhance the political legitimacy of the government

and the party.
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