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A 5-School-Day Week and the Division of Labor of Education

In this paper, I clarified some factors that determine whether mothers have an affirmative opinion
or not toward a 5-school-day week that started in public schools all over Japan in September of 1992,
using the data of ‘the research on the consciousness of the youth education’ in October of the same
year. One of the executive purposes of introducing a 5-school-day week is to adjust the division of
labor of education between schools and homes. Therefore, I predicted that the consciousness of the di-
vision of labor of education determines the attitude toward a 5-school-day week.

First, I confirmed the structure where the consciousness of the division of labor of education be-
tween homes and schools consists of two independent aspects, namely, life-education and study-educa-
tion, analyzing the opinion of the division of labor about all educational items by using the factor anal-
ysis method. In other words, we can measure mothers’ expectation from schools by expectation of
life—education and that of study-education. Second, I discovered that pros and cons about a 5—school-
day week have correlation not with expectation of study-education but with expectation of life-educa-
tion. This shows that, against the prevailing view, the possibility of children getting a worse grade is
not the reason mothers are against a 5-school-day week, and mothers who expect more from schools .
in the aspect of life-education tend to be against a 5-school-day week. Furthermore, with the multi-
ple regression analysis, which includes social status, vocational conditions, etc. as independent varia-
bles, I confirmed that the higher expectation of life-education from schools becomes, the more strong-
ly mothers oppose a 5-school-day week .

From these analyses, I concluded that, in order to introduce a 5-school-day week smoothly and
establish its significance, the education authorities and schools themselves should cope with the situa-
tion flexibly with careful consideration for expectation in the life-educational aspect.

Key Words

5-school-day week in Japan, consciousness of division of labor of education, mothers of senior

high school students, factor analysis, multiple regression analysis
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