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Cultural Difference in the Relationship between
Internet Usage and Exclusive Nationalism:
-~ An Analysis of Comparative Surveys of Japan and the US

FUIJITA Tomohiro

This paper aims to examine whether or not there is the cultural difference in the relationship between
specific types of internet usage and exclusive nationalism. I analyzed web-based comparative surveys conducted
in Japan and the US in 2008 that contained questions relating to exclusive nationalism and attitudes towards
immigrants.

The results showed that the correlation in the US between the internet and exclusive nationalism was
different from that in Japan. In the US posting comments on blogs was associated with lower scores on some
aspects of exclusiveness, on the other hand in Japan posting to bulletin boards was associated with heightened
exclusiveness in general. These relationships were also confirmed when controlling for other variables such
as gender, education, job, household income, TV watching, and reading newspapers. These findings suggest
that there is a cultural dimension in the relationship between the internet usage in this context and exclusive

nationalism.

Keywords : internet, exclusive nationalism, cultural difference
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