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SUMMARY

Inventing ‘British Pantheon’ and the Commemoration for Great Men:
St Paul’s Cathedral and its Openness in the Early Nineteenth Century
Takeshi NAKAMURA

In the age of the Revolutionary and Napoleonic War, St Paul’s
Cathedral became the focus for British nation. National commemora-
tions, such as the Naval Thanksgiving (1797) and Nelson’s Funeral
(1806), were held at St Paul’s and British Parliament continuously
voted for erecting 33 national military monuments. This article defines
that ‘Pantheon’ is the sphere for the collective commemoration for
nation’s great men, and reveals a unique aspect of St Paul’s as ‘British
Pantheor’, and the contemporary debates about its openness. :

Firstly, I analyze debates on free admission to St Paul’s.
“Twopence’ problem of entrance charge was attracted wide public
attentions and constantly criticized in the early nineteénth’ century.
But the succession of Queen Victoria drastically changed situations.
Joseph Hume, M. P. and a radical leader, initiated to demand for
free admission to cathedralé and public buildings. This campaign led
to the appointment of the Select Committee on National Monuments
and Works of Art (1841).

The criticism to Pantheon was severe for religious reason. The
ecclesiastical authorities feared that St Paul’s was regarded as
“‘national gallery of sculpture’ and that milifary monuments would
spoil religious edifice. The removal of all monuments of naval and
military officers at St Paul’s was proposed and the creation of new
commemorative space was argued. In this public atmosphere, St
Paul’s Pantheon remained contesting and controversial sphere for
national commemoration till the 1850s when the Duke of Wellington
was buried and commemorated at St Paul’s.
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