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SUMMARY

How did the Korean government treat a diplomatic note from the
Tsushima clan?

Masashi MAKINO

This text examined how the Korean government had treated a
diplomatic note from the Tsushima clan by using the historical materials
of Japan and Korea. As a result, the following was able to be clarified.

In Wakan (residence ground) by which the Tsushima clan did
diplomatic clerical work, there were some rules. First of all, they were
not able to go out outside Wakan. And, it was necessary to check a
diplomatic note first of all for the official interpreter in Korea so that they
might negotiate on diplomacy. If a diplomatic note was received, they
were able to advance a diplomatic negotiation. However, a diplomatic
negotiation was not able to be advanced if not received.

The Tsushima clan tried to inform the Korean government of
Meiji Restoration by using a provocative diplomatic note. However, the
diplomatic note was not able to pass the official interpreter’s check, and
was not received by the Korean government. Therefore, Japan was not
able to tell Korea the fact of Meiji Restoration, and the relation between

the two countries came to stagnate.
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