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The Decision-Making Process of

Interior Minister Sarkozy’s 2003 Immigration Law
In a Time of Changing Immigration Policy

AT

Noriko HIGASHIMURA *

Abstract

This study analyzes immigration policy decision-making in France, particularly the deci-
sion-making process that led to the 2003 Immigration Law. In addition, this paper also ana-
lyzes the influences of the 2002 presidential election and the high public approval ratings
that then-Interior Minister Nicolas Sarkozy garnered on the 2003 Immigration Law.

Nativist immigration policy issues are indicated as a factor for President Sarkozy’s sus-
tained support by the extreme right and by those who have lost patience with traditional

right-wing and left-wing politics.
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