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A Review of the Periodization of Southeast Asian Medieval/Early
Modern History, in Comparison with That of Northeast Asia

Momoki Shiro and Hasuda Takashi

1. Framework of Comparison

This paper aims at roughly reviewing the periodization of Southeast Asia from the 9™ century to the
mid-19" century[#] in comparison with that of Japan, and sometimes of Korea and China (usual-
ly called East Asia generically, but the authors of this paper prefer the term Northeast Asia, in some
cases inclined to regard southern China as part of Southeast Asia[*2]), mainly focusing on the com-
mon features of East Eurasian rimlands. Southeast Asianists, including scholars outside Southeast
Asia, often pay attention to common features or the entire composition of the region. Generally
speaking, however, Southeast Asian historical studies are indifferent to the periodization of the re-
gional history. Serious challenges to the ahistorical dichotomy of Ancient/Modern or Traditional/
Modern Southeast Asia have only recently appeared, despite the early proposition of Benda (1962).
On the contrary, the historiography of Northeast Asia, led mostly by scholars in the region, is often
nation-state oriented. But it is more conscious of periodization, whether it is done to trace negative
“pre-modern” or “feudal” pasts, or to find positive “premises” or “embryos” of modernity. There are
ample arguments about continuities/changes among various historical stages, and standards of peri-
odization as well. For this reason, Northeast Asian and Southeast Asian studies can be supplementa-
ry to each other.

Nevertheless, the scope of Southeast Asianists toward the northern direction usually cov-

It is only due to the interest of this workshop that the earlier phases are omitted. Comparisons of the metal ages and the
state formation, for instance, will also be fruitful.

To refer generically to the countries of China, Korea, Japan, and Vietnam, the term “the Sinic World” will be employed in
this paper, while China and all its adjacent areas (including North and Central Asia) will be referred to generically as East

Eurasia, in spite of the term “East Asia’, which is favoured by contemporary social scientists and politicians.
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ers only China, while peripheral areas of Northeast Asia like the Korean Peninsula and the Japanese
Archipelago are often overlooked. Most Japanologists and Koreanists in their turn are far less inter-
ested in Southeast Asia than in China. In this context, Lieberman’s comparisons (Lieberman 1999;
2003) between mainland Southeast Asia and Japan, mainly concerning the major steps of state con-
solidation, are quite challenging. This paper is also intended to a comparison of East Eurasian rim-
lands. However, the authors will show slightly different viewpoints from Lieberman’s brilliant com-
parative analysis. First, this paper refers more often to Chinese history. This requires the authors to
deal with some general trends and center-periphery relations in East Eurasia, along with reviewing
Lieberman's state-oriented comparisons. Second, as much attention will be paid to peripheral/fron-
tier areas in respective states or sub-regions as to centers of the state consolidation. Third, this paper
will refer to more Japanese literature than to Western literature. The time period will be divided into
three stages; from the 9" or 10® century to the 14™ century, from the 15" century to the 17™ century,

and from the late 17" century to the mid-19" century[+3].

2. From the 9" or 10" Century to the 14™ Century

2.1. Criticisms of Conventional Historiographies

In the historiography of Southeast Asia, Coedes’s periodization of the “ancient” history of the “In-
dianized states,” which was thought to have continued from the first centuries A.D. to the 13® cen-
tury (Coedés 1964, 1968), was criticized from many angles in the last three decades[*4]. In this
process, many works published in English dealt with the evolution of Southeast Asian civilisation
and polities from the 9" or 10" to the 14™ century. K. R. Hall (1985) examined the development of
maritime trade networks till the 14" century. The consolidation of mandala-like “states” in the 9™
to the 14" centuries was discussed in Marr & Milner (1986). The similar time period was often re-

garded as the “classical period” of Southeast Asian countries (Aung-Thwin 1996). Based on these

The latter two stages will be examined mainly based on earlier reviews written by Hasuda (2003, 2004).

A general view is shown in Tarling (ed.1992).
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works, Lieberman (2003) described the establishment of “charter states” on the mainland during
this period.

Japanese scholars have also paid attention to the 9™ or 10" century to criticise Coedés’s
p p Y

framework[+5]. According to Ishii & Sakurai (1985), the “medieval” history of Southeast Asia started -

in the 10 century following the development of the maritime trade mainly caused by the evolution
of the Chinese state and society (the “Tang-Sung Transition”). The “13™-Century crisis” of Ccedés
can be regarded as the final collapse of ancient states which could not enhance trade. Sakurai found
a fundamental change in the fact that “historical circles” (a concept like mandala) till the 8" century
left little historical memories of later ones (Sakurai 2001).

In Northeast Asia, recent academic criticism has been trying to deconstruct deeply-rooted
linear nation-state-oriented historiography in every country in the region. This criticism often re-
quires a change in the standards of periodizaiton, and sometimes to change periodization itself(*6].

In the case of Japan, the period from the 9™ or 10™ to the 14™ centuries is usually treated
as the end of the ancient period and the beginning of the Middle Ages.[+7] The ancient state and so-
ciety of Japan which had been established in the 8" century began to change after the Heian (Kyoto)
Capital was established in 794. The Tang-modeled political/administrative/economic systems were
replaced after the 10™ century, first with aristocratic systems (“Ocho-Kokka” or oligarchy of aristo-
crats in the Kinai region and “Insei” or senior emperor’s government), and later samurai warrior sys-
tems (bakufu or shogunate). Instead of a hybrid culture before the 9™ century, a “National” mode of

culture emerged, as represented by the literature written in kana characters. The “early medieval pe-

5——— For the general trend, see Iwanami History of Southeast Asia vols. 1, II, and the extra volume (2001-3).

For instance, see Arano, Ishii and Murai (1992) for Japan, Yi Taejin (1989 — 2000) for Korea, and Miyajima (1994) for ear-
ly modern East Asia.

Recent research trends of Japanese history are shown in comprehensive histories like Iwanami History of Japan (1993-6, 25
vols.) and Rekishigaku Kenkyu-kai & Nihonshi Kenkyu-kai (eds. 2003, 10 vols.).

According to the conventional Tokyo-based historiography (including that of the “Post-War Historiography” school led by
Ishimoda Tadashi (1912-86) , a school which developed after the Second World War under the strong influence of Marx-
ist theories), the Middle Ages began with the rise of the samurai class and the establishment of the zaichi ryosyu system, or
the rule of local societies by samurai. High school textbooks usually wrote that the Middle Ages began at the end of the 12®
century with the establishment of the Kamakura Shogunate. However, recent scholarship (led by Osaka- and Kyoto-based

scholars such as Kuroda Toshio {1926-93) ) regard the Insei (senior emperor’s government) and shoen systems (private
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riod” is thought to have started in the 11" or 12* century (and ended in the 14™ century)(+8. These
changes (especially those led by the samurai class) were usually regarded as internal development
after the diplomatic relationships with Tang and Silla (Korea) were abandoned. However, recent re-
search of this period(+9], which does not regard samurai lordship as the only evolutionary engine of
medieval Japan, tends to pay more attention to international backgrounds like developing maritime
trade, cultural exchange, and world views. Conventional capital-centric historiography usually ne-
glected peripheral areas of the Japanese Archipelago. However, the research on maritime trade, often
conducted by archaeologists, clarified the striking evolution that took place in the Ryukyu Islands in
the south and the region of Emishi or “barbarians” in the north (present-day northern Tohoku, Hok-
kaido and beyond)[x10].

Though the disasters caused by foreign invaders (the Mongols and the Japanese pirates)
have been much studied, the evolution of the state and society(*11] of Koryo (918-1392) on the Ko-
rean Peninsula was usually isolated in the conventional historiography of Asia. Despite frequent ref-

erence to the impact of the “Tang-Sung Transition” (the fundamental change of Chinese state and

estates with multi-layered proprietorship), both established at the end of the 11™ century in the process of modification of
Tang-modeled systems, as the start of medieval history. They treat the “early medieval era” (until the 14™ century) not as
the transitional period from the ancient emperor (Tenno)-based period to the medieval samurai-centric period, but as a pe-
riod of loose federation/competition of kenmons or powet/authority groups. The kenmons were divided into three groups:
“self-medievalised” emperors/aristocrats (mainly of administrative function), also “self-medievalised” Buddhist/Shinto
powers (of religious function), and newly emerged Buke or samurais (including the Heishi family in the 11" century) (of
military function). Although the major functions of the three groups were different from each other, every kenmon had its
own political apparatus, economic basis (mainly composed of shoen estates), and military forces (many samurais served

emperors/aristocrats and religious powers). See Kuroda (1994a).

9——— Scholars like Amino Yoshihiko (1928-2004) , Ishii Susumu {1931-2001) , and especially Murai Shosuke (1988) represent

this new trend.

10 A new study of Ryukyu has been led by Takara Kurayoshi (see Takara 1998). The recent achievements of the research of
“Northern History” (the history of northern Tohoku, Hokkaido, and beyond) were shown in Kikuchi (ed. 2003).

11 Japanese scholars pay some attention to the regional background of Koryo history, like the simultaneous rise of military
families in Koryo and Japan in the 12* century and the incorporation of the Koryo royal family into that of the Mongols in
the late-Koryo state.

12 The concept of the Tang-Sung Transition was first proposed by Naito Konan (1866-1934) , the first professor of Chinese

History at Kyoto University. Based on this concept, a famous periodization dispute occurred after the Second World War

between the “Rekiken” Marxist school (Rekishigaku Kenkyukai, a leading group of the “Post-War Historiography”) which
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society which took place from the late-Tang to the Sung Period(*12]), the role and influence of the
Chinese state and society in East Eurasian history was examined less intensively in the Sung-Yuan
Period (or the period of conquering dynasties) than in the Tang Period (and the Ming-Qing Period).

Yet, these conventions have also been challenged by recent criticisms.

2.2. Comparable Features and Experiences

Though there were few direct relations between the two regions in this period, Southeast Asia and

Northeast Asia had many comparable features and experiences.

2.2.1. Agrarian Society
Agricultural reclamation advanced greatly in “dry areas” in Southeast Asia (Fukui 1999) and the
core areas of Northeast Asian countries {lowlands North and Central China, South Korea, the is-
lands of Honshu, Kyushu, and Shikoku, and so forth). In both regions, the technology of agricultural
production was still primitive[#13] and the reclamation usually took place in inland topography such
as using terraces, basins or plateaus along small rivers. Only in a few cases in Eastern Eurasia , rec-
lamation of lands along the mainstream of big rivers, coastal lowlands and deltaic areas started, like
in China where a shortage of arable land became clear in traditional core areas and in northern Viet-
nam (Dai Viet) where inland plains between mountainous areas and deltas were too narrow[*14].

The primary engine of reclamation and production appears to have been powerful lords or land-

thought a feudal society was established after the transition, and the Kyoto School which regarded Chinese society after the

Sung as an “early modern” one. About periodization disputes in Chinese history, see Tanigawa (ed. 1993).

13 For example, fallowing was still popular in Japan and Koryo.

14 Even in the lower Yangtze region in China, the center of agricultural production during the Sung-Yuan Period was still the
mid-river valleys of the southern branches of the Yangtze River. The Yangtze Delta itself was fully reclaimed only in the ear-
ly-Ming Period (Watabe & Sakurai eds. 1984). Concerning the reclamation of the Red River Delta in northern Vietnam, see
Sakurai n.d.

15 Not a few scholars regarded this period as one of “slavery”. For instance, the Yenoko and rodo (bondsmen) of Japanese

samurai before the 14" century used to be regarded as domestic slaves by Marxist historians like Matsumoto Shinpachiro
(1913-2005) and Nagahara Keiji (1922-2004) (Japanese Marxist historians often thought that a slavery system dominated
China until the Tang Period). These bondsmen appear to be comparable with slaves in Dai Viet during the Ly-Tran Period
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owners who could mobilize dependent labourersi#*15] rather than small holders, whose production

using primitive technology was quite unstable.

2.2.2, Commerce and Maritime Trade
The development of commerce and long-distance trade was almost a Eurasian-wide phenomenon
in this period. Both intensification in centers and extension in peripheries took place, from which
states[*16] and societies were influenced in various ways. Northeast Asia was deeply incorporated
into international trade networks for the first time, while the core regions of Southeast Asia had al-
ready been incorporated earlier. Nevertheless, peripheral regions of Southeast Asia like the Philip-
pines and eastern Indonesia seem to have shared signs of primitive political integration stimulated by

trade with those in Northeast Asia like the Ryukyu Islands and the northern periphery of Japan[*171.

2.2.3. Family and Gender

Southeast Asia, Japan and, Korea shared features like bilateral kinship, fluid clan/family systems, and

(the 11" to the 14" centuries. Some Vietnamese scholars in the 1950s and 1960s argued that the slavery period lasted until
the Ly-Tran Period, although the majority maintained earlier “feudalization” under the Chinese dominion. After the 1970s,
the society before the 14" century was often understood with the concept of the “Asiatic Mode of Production” accompanied
by a rather loose image of rule (something like a mandala) and dependent people in other Southeast Asian countries before

the 14* century.

16 ‘When denied the overall impact of foreign trade upon the state with a large agrarian basis, Lieberman should have paid at-
tention to the significance of the symbolism and rituals (for which foreign luxury items were indispensable) without which
political integration could not be realised and maintained. In this period, the demand of luxury items appears to have in-
creased generally, as with the wide consumption of Karamono (Chinese goods) among aristocrats in Kyoto. Moreover, some

trade items became strategic, like the case of Japanese sulphur exported to China.

17 Many gusuku (fortifications) were built in the Ryukyu Islands in this period. Among the gusuku-based chiefs would appear
the first kings of the Ryukyuan Kingdom in the 13" century. In the case of the land of Ezo, two different processes of politi-
cal integration took place. In northern Tohoku, Emishi (barbarian) lords like Abe, Kiyohara, Fujiwara and Ando appeared
after the 11" century. They officially depended on the Kyoto court or Kamakura Shogunate and were gradually Japanized in
a cultural sphere but monopolized northern trade networks outside the administrative system of Japan. In Hokkaido and
the adjacent islands, primitive political integration was accompanied by an ethno-cultural unity, which would become the
Ainu society after the 14" century.

18

Despite the ascendance of female tennos in ancient Japan, Japanese academism had long been bounded by patrilineal the-

ories. However, Makino Tasumi, a historical sociologist, proposed (since the 1940s) that bilateral kinship prevailed with
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a relatively high status of women before the Early Modern Eral+18]. During the 9® to 14" centuries,
patrilineal systems were created artificially in the ruling class of some countries, especially those in
the peripheries of the Sinic World like Japan, Koryo, and Daij Viet(+19]. In the case of China dur-
ing the Tang-Sung Period, women’s power and status were higher than are usually supposed (Osawa
2005). Until the Tang Period, marriage was often impermanent, and wives’ status was relatively high
under loose marriage/family/clan ties, partly due to the influence of nomadic people. During the
Sung Period, although the stable nuclear family became dominant and wives became more depen-

dent, a female’s right of property was still approved, especially in South China.

2.2.4. Political System

certain legal rights of ferales in all rice-growing societies (including Japan, Korea, South China, and Southeast Asia) in an-
cient “Eastern Asia” Since the 1980s (especially after Josei-shi Sogo Kenkyukai ed. 1982 was published), Southeast Asian
sociological/anthropological models like bilateral kinship, multi-household compounds, impermanent marriage, and the
independent status of women were widely accepted by “Ancient” historians of Japan, while “Medieval” historians began to
study how patrilineal and patriarchal “deviations” from these models occurred. Besides the artificial creation of a patrilineal
system with which ruling groups tried to maintain their power and properties for generations, medieval historians of Japan
are interested in the strategy of the wife who strengthened the tie with the husband and made the marriage more indissol-
uble in order to secure a stable life (for her and her children) at the expense of her independent status (and later her prop-
erty rights). Thereafter, women's power, still quite strong as shown by Hojo Masako (who founded the Kamakura Shogu-
nate with her husband Minamoto Yoritomo), was exhibited mainly for the sake of the patrilineal ye (family, household) into
which she married, and to a lesser extent, for the sake of that into which she had been born. After the 14™ century, the pa-
triarchy gradually became dominant in the ye of aristocrats and samurais, with the system that the eldest son (born by the
formal wife) would inherit all the properties of his ye, and women'’s rights were almost reduced to those of the mother and
the widow of the patriarch. Such an ye model prevailed among commoners in the early modern era. Compared to the Con-
fucianistic family model, however, Japanese ye retains non-patrileneal features in that one could change his/her surname
after marriage or adoption, and that, in case there was no son in a family, the husband of a daughter could become the new

patriarch of the ye.

19 It was only after the 9™ century that any powerful leader outside the Tenno clan could by no means ascend the Japanese
throne. After the Fujiwara clan controlled the throne for a century from the maternal side, the partileneal inheritance of
imperial power was ensured by the senior emperor government system from the 11* century on, which was often accom-
panied by endogamies, through which powerful women of the ruling family were involved in the invention of patrilineal
systems. Dai Viet during the Tran Period (1225-1400) also combined a senior emperor system and endogamies for the
same purpose. A contrary direction can be found in the history of Southern Sung, where the Confucianistic patrilineal/pa-
triarchal system did not work well, so that women could have their own land properties, and the throne had to be protected

with a senior emperor system.
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Mandala (Wolters 1982; 1999) and Lieberman’s pattern A (or charter administration or solar pol-
ity) (Lieberman 2003) both emphasize such things as the absence of developed political institutions,
weak central control upon local powers, and constant territorial fluctuations. Similar polycentric and
fluctuating political systems can be found in Japan in the “kenmon system[*20]” in general and in the
organization of bushidan or local political alliances of samurais in particular. This was also the case
of Koryo. After a Tang-modelled centralized system declined in the 11 century, aristocrats (mainly
on the maternal side of the king’s family), and then military families (represented by the Choi fami-
ly) seized power. After the king surrendered to the Yuan, a Mongol-modelled segmental military or-
ganization was introduced. Throughout these processes, the central government was far from stable
and many localities and local powerful families were not under the direct control of the government.
Even in China after the Northern Sung centralization, a loose federation of powerful military, eco-

nomic, and/or religious groups dominated the empire during the Southern Sung and Yuan Periods.

2.2.5. Religion, Culture, and State Ideology
Syncretism prevailed in the entire Eastern Eurasia area. Even in China, Neo Confucianism barely
achieved its first stage of advance. Tantrism, Zen, pure-land belief, and local beliefs combined with
each other, both in Dai Viet during the Ly-Tran Period and in Medieval Japan{#21]. Theravada Bud-
dhism was not yet purified in Burma, while Tantric Buddhism and Sivaism were compatible with

each other in Java. Based on such syncretic religions and “classical” cultures (successfully localized

20 As shown in note 5, religious groups played important roles in Japanese kenmon system in political and economic spheres.
Such was also the case of Southeast Asian “solar polities,” though it is not well studied whether Southeast Asian religious
powers played significant military roles, as did the Japanese religious kenmons.

21 For Dai Viet, see Cuong Tu Nguyen (1997). In Japan, the belief in indigenous deities (not yet organized as Shinto) was

quite dependent of Kenmitsu Buddhism (in which kenkyo or text-based Buddhism including Zen and mikkyo or tantric
Buddhism merged with each other), which dominated the religious life of Medieval Japan. According to Kuroda Toshio
(1994b) and Taira Masayuki, the so-called “Kamakura New Buddhism” advocated by Honen, Shinran, Nichiren, and Do-
gen was by no means influential in their lifetimes. Their thoughts became influential in the early modern era when power-
ful new sects emerged and created histories which treated these priests as founders. The histories of Theravada Buddhism
in Burma and Thai countries and Zen Buddhism in Dai Viet were also reconstructed (or created) in more or less similar

ways in the early modern period.
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imported civilisations), rulers tried to create their own imperial ideology and world order. Besides
dependent chiefs and neighbouring monarchs, foreign merchants were often treated as tributary
vassals (Yamauchi 2003: 195-228). Japanese tennos were thought to be not only cakravartins but also
the purest beings in the world, and Japan was regarded as the divine country(+22]. The emperors of
Dai Viet always claimed that the Southern Country (Dai Viet) was in equal status with the Northern
Country (China). Java in the Majapahit Period, depicted in Desawarnana (Nagarakertagama), “was

the most praised country in the world along with India”

I 2.2.6. The Fourteenth-Century General Crisis

The Burasian-wide general crisis in the 14™ century, with which the Pax Mongolica or a World Sys-
tem (Abu-Lughod 1989)(#23] collapsed, hit both mainland Southeast Asia (the fall of “charter poli-
ties”)[x24] and Northeast Asia (the civil war and pirates of Japan, the Korean dynastic change caused
by the Japanese pirates). Judged from the strength of Majapahit and Champa in the 14™ and the ear-
ly 15™ centuries (Whitmore 2004}, maritime Southeast Asia appears to have experienced less dam-
age[*25]. A number of irreversible changes occurred in mainland Southeast Asia and Northeast Asia.
Not only elements that had appeared after the 9™ or 10® century, but also enduring systems since the
“ancient” times disappeared. For this reason, the 14™ century is sometimes regarded as the most im-
portant watershed in the course of pre-modern history. In Dai Viet, the “Southeast Asian” state and
society were replaced with more tightly-organized “East Asian” ones (Wolters 1988). In Japan, while
the dependent labour (a slavery system?) became less dominant after the 14™ century, the “primitive”
freedom of the people, which had been maintained until the Kamakura Period (1185-1333), was

lost (Amino 1987), and a new form of dependency (a feudal systemn?) was about to prevail.

22 Such ideas could not override the popular thought that Japan was just a tiny peripheral land in the Buddhist World, which
had two centers, namely India and China.

23 Concerning the “globalization” of the Mongol Era and the Mongol imperial systems, recent scholarship on Japan led by
Sugiyama Masaaki (Kyoto University) should be consulted. See Sugiyama (ed. 1997), for example.

24 As already argued by Lieberman (2003), the decline of Cambodia and the rise of the Thai people, the core facts of Coedés’s
“13™-Century Crisis”, should be understood in the context of the 14®™-Century Crisis.

25 The 14" -Century Crisis seems to have been more serious in some aspects than the 17"-Century Crisis. Why maritime

Southeast Asia did not suffer requires more study.

S EROAFLCERT S TRE

067



3. From the 15" Century to the Late 17" Century

3.1. Fundamental Changes in the 16" Century?

Southeast Asia and Northeast Asia (not only China but the whole region[*26]) were tied to each oth-
er most directly and profoundly in these centuries. It was, of course, “the Age of Commerce” phe-
nomenon that connected the two regions. However, it is not so easy to treat these centuries as a co-
herent period in both regions. As Lieberman points out, an apparent fundamental change occurred
in the late 17" century only in maritime Southeast Asia (and in maritime Northeast Asia, too?),
while a seemingly more drastic change took place in the 16" century, at least in mainland South-
east Asia and Northeast Asia. Kishimoto Mio, a specialist on early modern China, argues that East
and Southeast Asia shared historical rhythms from the 16™ century to the 18" Century (Kishimoto
1998). She also deals with the worldwide “Post-16" Century issues” to settle the social unrest and
turmoil caused in the 16™ century (Kishimoto 2001). Although she emphasizes the impact of the
world trade boom in the 16" century more directly, her view apparently corresponds with Lieber-
marvs, which is concerned with the disintegration in the mid-16™ century.

In Southeast Asian historiography, the task of replacing the conventional periodization,
according to which a fundamental and overall change took place after the arrival of Europeans in
the 16™ and 17" centuries, was almost achieved successfully through the “Age of Commerce” thesis
(Reid: 1988, 1993a) and the “strange parallels” thesis (Lieberman 1999, 2003). Speaking more gen-
erally, both Asianists and global historians now understand the impact of European expansion in the
early modern period as a limited one, whether they agree or disagree with the extreme arguments of
Frank (1998). On this ground, reassessments of both internal dynamics and external impacts (the
most important of which were caused by Europeans and the Chinese all the same) in early modern

Southeast Asia are now being done, as shown in the studies of overseas Chinese and the Chinese

26

Direct contacts with Southeast Asia were first recorded in the late 14" century, both in Japan and Korea, including
contacts at Peking between tributary missions from Vietnam, Ryukyu, and Choson Korea (Cho 2004; Ha 2004; Shimizu
2000-2005).
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Empire (Reid (ed.) 1995; Cooke & Li (eds.) 2004; Sun & Wade (in print)). In this context, changes
during the 16™ century, not only in the mainland but also in the archipelago, like the decline of the
Ming-centered world order[+27] and the appearance of new actors (Europeans and the Japanese)
should be positioned properly.

The nation-state oriented historiographies of Northeast Asian countries after the 15" cen-
tury were integrated into a regional approach under the scrutiny of global historians. In their frame-
work, the conventional view of the period from the 15™ to the 17 or 18" centuries as the “last glo-
ry” of isolated “feudal” or “traditional” states was replaced with common regional trends (e.g., state
consolidation influenced to a greater extent by maritime trade). However, the political and social
disorder and subsequent restoration of stability during the 16™ to 17" centuries, the importance
of which was acknowledged in the conventional history lesson, still seem to serve as a landmark
in our new periodization. After a century of fragmentation in the end of the “late medieval period
[%28]} Japan entered a new stage (the early modern era) in the 16™ century with the rise of new poli-
ties of sengoku-daimyos and the formation of the “unifying powers” led by Oda Nobunaga, Toyo-
tomi Hideyoshi, and finally by Tokugawa Yeyasu (the unification was completed with the bakuhan
{the shogunate and feudal domains) system and the sakoku or “seclusion” system during the sec-
ond quarter of the 17" century). In Korea, the transition from the early Choson Period to the late
Choson Period through the turmoil caused by the invasion of Japan in the 1590s and that of the
Manchus in the 1630s can be regarded as the start of the early modern period (Yoshida 1998). From
China-centric or Mongol-centric viewpoints, it can be said that China already entered the early
modern era during the Sung or Yuan period, but a big change did occur in Chinese society in the

late Ming Period during the 16" and the early 17" centuries. Political and social order in Northeast

27

18" centuries to settle the 16™ century turmoil were at the same time efforts to “soften” the extremely solid system of the
early Ming state. The collapse of the early Le regime (especially that of the Hong Duc Era (1470-97) in the 16" century and

the “literati revival” (Taylor 1987) in the mid- 17" century in northern Vietnam may also be understood in two ways simul-

taneously.

medieval period, while the one hundred years of political fragmentation after the end of the 15" century is also regarded as

the transition period from the medieval to the early modern eras.
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An earlier argument of Kishimoto (1995) suggested that the efforts of the Chinese Empire from the mid-16" to the mid-

According to the common historiography, Japan from the end of the 14 century to the mid-16" century is called the late

069



070

Asia as a whole was restored after the mid-17" century.

Judged from the perspectives mentioned above, it is possible, either in Southeast Asia or in
Northeast Asia, to regard the 15" to the 17® centuries as a single period (with a minor change dur-
ing the 16™ century) only when (a) we periodize this period based on the synchronic phenomenon
of “the Age of Commerce,” and/or (b) we treat these centuries as a long and dynamic “transitional”
period between the “charter” era before the 14" century (when “classical” societies and cultures were
formed) and the late early modern era (when “traditional” societies and cultures were crystallized,
mainly based on what emerged during the 15" to 17" centuries). Otherwise, it is more adequate to
divide these centuries into different stages. In this case, two major pictures can be drawn: (a) The
first stage is the mid-14" to the early 15™ centuries, and the second is the late 15" to the early 17
century, namely the “long 16™ century”” In this case, the former stage (which can include the 14®-
century crisis) is treated as the transitional period[¥29] from the charter era to the “long 16™ centu-
ry” (b) The first stage is the late 14™ to the early 16™ centuries and the next stage after the mid-16"
century. In this case, the latter phase can also be linked with the period from the late 17™ century

onward (as Kishimoto and Lieberman have done).

3.2. Changing Frameworks

| 3.2.1. The Early Ming System

Intraregional and supra-regional interactions were most dynamic in the period during the 15" to
17" centuries both in Southeast and Northeast Asia. The early Ming imperial system, especially
haijin (a maritime prohibition) combined with a tributary system, created the framework of inter-
actions during the late 14™ and the 15" centuries. The main body of the maritime prohibition, by
which the government prohibited Chinese people from “going out to the sea privately;” was enforced
for the sake of political stability, while the imposition of the tributary system resulted from the Con-
fucianistic fundamentalism of the Hongwu Emperor (Danjo 1997, 2006). However, because early

Ming emperors also inherited much from the Yuan system, the inward-looking maritime prohibi-

29

tnterface

The situation in Java may support this periodization rather than a simple discontinuity in the 14™ century, because

Majapahit was powerful from the 14" century until the late 15" century.
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tion/tribute system functioned in expansionistic ways during the reign of Yongle (r. 1402- 24) with
state-monopolized trade and the imposition of a Ming-centric world order(*30]. The fleets of Zheng-
he were embarked upon no more peaceful missions of friendship than were those of Khubilai (sent
to Japan, Champa, Maabar, and Java). Along with the successful recovery from the social and eco-
nomic crisis in the 14® century, East Eurasian trade also developed rapidly.

The early Ming system caused two different effects in the East Eurasian rimlands (Sun &
Wade in print; Murai 1988). First, trade-based polities like Malacca and Ryukyu (Shuri/Naha) de-
veloped in the maritime world as hubs of the tributary trade network. Even in peripheries like the
eastern part of the Southeast Asian archipelago, Manchuria, northern Korea, and the land of Ezo
(Ainus), local hubs emerged, such as Brunei and Tosaminato (the northernmost port of the Honshu
Island). Second, small but strong empires developed in Choson Korea, Japan (Muromachi Shogu-
nate), Dai Viet (the Le Dynasty), and Siam (Ayutthaya) as major vassals of the Ming. Choson Korea
and Le Dai Viet (both established an administrative system of Lieberman’s pattern D) obviously bor-
rowed much from the early Ming state system and Ming-modelled firearms (Sun 2000, 2006). Japan
(+31]and Siam also profited from the Ming world order, mainly through tributary trade (and trade
among Ming vassals). v

Trade, both maritime and inland, played important roles almost universally in the process

of political consolidation and in the enhancement of rulers’ power during this period(+32], although

30

That official letters between Ryukyu and Southeast Asian countries (including polities like Ayutthaya, Malacca and Palem-

bang), Ryukyu and Korea, and Japan and Korea were all written in classical Chinese (though letters between Muromachi
Shogunate and Ryukyu were written by hiragana) is usually explained not only with widespread overseas Chinese networks
but also with the effectiveness of the Ming world order because those letters often followed the format of Ming official doc-
uments.

From the 6™ to the 13" century, no ruler of Japan received an investiture of China. After the 10™ century, even tributary
missions were not sent. During the ¢ivil war in the 14™ century, however, certain rulers dared to send tribute to the Ming
(Prince Kaneyoshi in Kyusyu dared to receive Ming’s investiture) to seek an aid of the Ming. And after the unification of the
state, Ashikaga Yoshimitsu, the third ruler of Muromachi Shogunate received an investiture of the Ming (to the King of Ja-
pan) in 1404. The intention of Yoshimitsu is usually understood as trade, while the approval of the confucianist Ming Em-
pire may have helped him establish an absolute power. After Yoshimitsu, Muromachi Shogunate conducted tributary trade
with the Ming and official trade in equal status with Choson Korea, while daimyos and merchants in western Japan con-
ducted tributary trade with Korea. So family, the lord of the Tsushima Islands, thrived as an intermediary between Japan

and Korea.
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the internal dynamics of respective polities/areas were also important. Even the small empires and
those rulers were deeply involved in international trade. Dai Viet and Korea were not exceptions, de-
spite the reluctant attitudes to commerce and trade of their rulers and the Confucianistic elites[*33].
Not only Siam but also Dai Viet expanded to subjugate port polities and trade networks. Benefiting
from the increasing demand of Chinese ceramics in international markets, Dai Viet and Siam (and
probably Champa and Lower Burma) produced and exported a considerable quantity of ceramics[*34]

(Mikami 1988; Brown in print).

3.2.2. The Flood of Silver
China suffered military pressures from the north, and probably an economic depression in the latter
half of the 15" century (Atwell 2002). However, Southeast and Northeast Asia saw an unprecedent-
ed economic boom in the 16® century, partly thanks to the Europeans. A great deal of silver flowed
from Japan (after the 1530s) and Spanish America (after the 1560), mainly into China. The use of
silver currency had already been introduced into China during the Yuan Period. In the 16" century,
however, silver became the state standard of values of China and the measure for settlement of inter-
national/ supra-local transactions in Eastern Eurasia instead of copper cash (issued in the Sung and
the Ming Periods) for the first time. In other words, silver was the first import commodity through

maritime trade that directly influenced the daily lives of commoners. In the case of Korea, the Cho-

32

Trade did not necessarily bring about state formation in peripheral areas. In the case of the Ainus, it is not clear whether
they had the potential to form their own polity or not, though a broad political integration appears to have already been
possible during the 15™ to 17" centuries, with powerful leaders like Koshamain in the mid-15" century and Shakushain in
the mid-17" century. If such political evolution did not mean a movement of primitive state formation, it may have been
partly due to the dependent trade system on Japan through which Ainu people imported necessities like rice and iron from

merchants from the Honshu Island in exchange for export products like animal pelts, eagle feathers, and seaweed.

33 Dai Viet during the early Le Period (1428-1527) sent tribute missions to China almost every year. The nationalist histori-
ography of Vietnam explains ahistorically that all tribute missions were sent to China for the purpose of national security.
However, regardless of subjective intentions and a later decline of trade, such frequent tribute trade in this period must
have brought about certain economic impacts. See Momoki (1999a, 1999b). Choson Korea sent tribute missions to Pe-
king more frequently (with ginseng and marten skins), while a great deal of commodities (like cotton and printed Buddhist
sutras) was exported to Japan and Ryukyu. Such trade was still important for the state and society.

34

Production of export ceramics in these countries appears to have already emerged in the late-Yuan Period, probably due to

the commercial development.
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son government was reluctant to use silver and exploit silver mines. However, after the Ming rein-
forcements brought silver to purchase war supplies during the war against Japan in the 1590s, the
use of silver as a currency became popular in Korea (Sukawa 1998). Dai Viet seems to have been an
exception, since the state began to use silver as the measure of state expenditure only in the 18" cen-
tury (Whitmore 1983). It is not clear where the imported silver (in exchange for raw silk bound for
Japan, for instance) went, although it is likely that silver was re-exported to China.

Prosperous trade accelerated the social change in the East Eurasian peripheries. A number
of new focal points of trade appeared, such as Ternate and Ambon, Manila, Hirado and Nagasaki,
and so forth. State formation was stimulated in Manchuria (Iwai 1996)[*35] and in the eastern part
of insular Southeast Asia (Hayase 2003). A Chinatown was established in every port city in Japan,

including former peripheral areas like southern Kyusyu (Nakajima 2004).

3.2.3. New Challengers

In the 16™ century, the old systems in Southeast and Northeast Asia collapsed with the appearance
of new actors and the flood of silver. Portuguese occupied Malacca in 1511, but they couldn’t in-
herit the hegemony of Malacca. Subsequently, a multipolarization took place in maritime Southeast
Asia. The Ming administration could no longer suppress smugglers and pirates in the China Seas.
The local government of Guangdong had already been trying to admit non-tributary trade since the
beginning of the 16™ century. The central government had to open the port of Zhangzhou (Fujian)
for Chinese merchants going abroad in the end of the 1560s before the storm of Wako (Japan-based
pirates rather than Japanese pirates) and the rise of the Manila trade. The Ming was forced to adopt
hushi or a “mutual trade” system instead of a rigid tributary trade system (Ueda 2005).

with the decline of oppressive old political orders came a period of “free competition”
from the 16" to the early 17" centuries, when ambitious challengers emerged from the peripheries
one after another. They all relied upon the power of silver and firearms. In Southeast Asia, the suc-

cess of polities like Taungoo, Aceh and Mataram were so spectacular. A trans-national regionality

35

A considerable portion of silver imported from Japan and Manila (via ports in Fujian and Zhejiang Provinces) was sent
to the Great Wall for the supply of munitions. A part of the silver on the Great Wall in turn, flowed into Manchuria in

exchange for pelts.
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was formed in the China Seas (the East Asian Mediterranean) (Murai 1988, 1997; Arano, Ishii and
Murai 1992). Merchant/pirate powers, often multi-ethnic, like those of Wangzhi rose there. In Man-
churia, military powers in Liaodong like Li Chengliang prospered with pelt trade, while in the Ezo-
land, the Kakizaki (Matsumae) family began to monopolize Japan's trade with the Ainus. In central
Japan, Oda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi won the civil war of the “Warring States Period”,
thanks to their superior commercial and military bases.

These powers and polities were often tightly organized in military and administrative
spheres compared with former polities. In Indianized Southeast Asia there appeared some polities
which had an administrative system of Lieberman’s Pattern C (Lieberman 2003), with which the
area directly controlled by the central government was widened to a considerable extent. In Japan,
strong control systems of retainers combined with segregation policies of samurais from peasants
were introduced, especially by Toyotomi Hideyoshi, who demilitarized people other than samurais
and conducted a nation-wide cadastral survey.

On the other hand, these powers and polities were more or less challenging to the politi-
cal old orders and authorities. If European powers still had to compromise with existing authorities
in Eastern Eurasia, Toyotomi Hideyoshi of Japan (who invaded Korea and dreamt of occupying Pe-
king) and Nurhaci- Hong Taiji of Manchuria posed straightforward challenges to the authority of
the Ming.

l 3.2.4. Social Changes

Features like urbanization and the development of text-oriented orthodox religions, which
were regarded as typical phenomena of the Age of Commerce in Southeast Asia (Reid 1988, 1993a),
were also witnessed in Northeast Asia. However, it is also important to emphasize the importance of
the 16™-century change. Many of Japanese commercial and political cities like Osaka, Nagoya, and
Odawara that would thrive throughout the Tokugawa Period emerged in the 16" century. New Bud-
dhist sects, such as Jodo shinshu (one of pure-land sects), Nichiren-shu, and Soto-shu (one of the
Zen sects), became independent of medieval sincretic kenmitsu Buddhism by the 16" century and

began to represent the “early modern” Buddhism of Japan[+3s). On the other hand, Shintoism also

36

All these sects were not mystic but rationalistic. Jodo shishu (mainly based among the peasants and lower class of samurais)

Interface Humanities Research Activities 2004-2006



became independent of kenmitsu Buddhism. Neo-Confucianism advanced in China and Korea after
the 16™ century(*37], while the propagation of Christian Roman Catholicism was also successful in
China and Japan in the late 16™ century.

The change of agrarian societies in the Sinic World (Northeast Asia and northern Viet-
nam) from the 14" to the 17 centuries has been a major issue concerning periodization. Steady
population increase was followed by intensive (often commercialized) agricultural production in the
heartlands of Korea (Yi Taejin 1989) and Japan after the 14™ century. The reclamation (often large-
scaled) of alluvial plains along the mainstreams of big rivers and coastal areas were conducted in
many places in Korea and Japan in the 16™ to the 17" centuries. Large-scaled embankment systems
in the Red River Delta in northern Vietnam were basically completed in the 13® to the 15" centu-
ries, and thereafter commerce and handicrafts developed in delta villages. The reclamation of the
Yangtze Delta was almost complete by the early Ming Period, and the commercialized production of
cotton and silk developed there after the 16™ century.

Based on such developments, earlier scholars have had a number of debates about the for-
mation and development of “feudal” society in respective countries. While the majority thought
that the change from “slavery” to “feudal” systems in Northeast Asian countries had already taken
place by the 14* century, Araki Moriaki (1953, 1954)(x38] for Japan and Oyama Masaaki (1992) for
China have argued that the “feudal mode of production” was established only after the 16™ century.
What they argued can be paraphrased with recent theories of peasant economy, which generally di-
vide pre-capitalist agrarian societies into two stages. In the first stage, the technology of agricultural
production was primitive and population was scarce. The production of smallholders was so un-
stable that it could not endure without the aid of powerful landlords or the government, while the

large-scaled production of landlords with dependent labourers (which varied from slaves to depen-

challenged the old social order violently with revolts called Ikko-ikki. After they were suppressed by Oda Nobunaga and

Toyotomi Hideyoshi, however, early modern Buddhist sects usually stood apart from secular affairs.

37 According to Yi Taejin (1989->2000), the early Ming Confucianism which influenced Korea was not Neo-Confucianism
but rather a revival of the ancient Confucianism of the Han-Tang Era, which mystified the ruler’s transcendental power. The
ideal of the social self-discipline of subjects held by Neo-Confucianism began to prevail only after the 16™ century.

38 According to Araki, the nation-wide cadastral survey by Toyotomi Hideyoshi (Taiko kenchi), with which previous multi-

layered proprietorships were reduced to two layers, the upper one belonging to samurais and the lower one to peasants, was

conducted in order to fix “feudal” proprietorship.
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dent smallholders) was more enduring. In the second stage, technology developed but land became
scarce due to population increases. Then, the production of smallholders, basically conducted by a
nuclear family, became more stable (but was bound more tightly with the land), while large-scaled
production with dependent labourers could no longer be advanced due to the weaker incentives of
labourers (Nakamura 1977; Aoki 1995). What Araki and Koyama argued seems to have been the
transition to the second stage. And the second stage, which recent Japanese scholars call “peasant
society,” clearly took shape in Northeast Asia by the 16" century (Miyajima 1994), partly taking ad-

vantage of the economic boom in the “long 16" century.”

‘ 3.2.5. The 17"-Century General Crisis?

The unprecedented economic boom in the “Age of Commerce” was often also accompanied by un-
precedented disasters. In this sense, the “Age of Commerce” was by no means a period of monoto-
nous development. The turmoil in mainland Southeast Asia and Japan in the 16" century can be
partly explained by the centrifugal tendency stimulated by the economic development in the pe-
ripheries. After the price of silver sharply decreased in East Eurasia in the mid-16™ century, produc-
tion of raw silk and ceramics in Japan were almost extinct, partly due to the price gap with the prod-
ucts imported from China (Wakita 1992, 1994). The standard of levying taxes and granting income
rights to retainers in Japan changed from ligatures of copper cash to volumes of rice after the 1560s
despite rapid commercial development. It can be explained as a countermeasure to the temporary
vacuum of value standard caused by the flood of silver (before then, Chinese copper cash had long
functioned as the value standard) (Kuroda 1999, 2005).

The “Age of Commerce” ended with the “General Crisis of the 17" Century;” at least in
maritime Southeast Asia, where the hegemony of the VOC was almost established (Reid 1997a; Li-
eberman 1995), despite strong activities of certain maritime powers like the Bugis throughout the
18™ century. A crisis appears to have enveloped Northeast Asia (Atwell 1997) and northern Viet-
nam, as well. There, the decline of long distance trade, mainly due to the warfare in mid-century
China and the decline of Japan trade at the end of the century, was accompanied by severe popu-
lation pressures and agricultural overexploitation in core areas. New polities that had emerged in
Southeast and Northeast Asia after the 16" century with full challenging spirits generally became

bureaucratic and formalistic in the 17" century so that they could settle the liquidated society, of-

inter



ten with strict control of trade and immigration. Merchant/pirate powers in the China Seas lost their
bases in Japan due to successive policies of Japar's unifying powers (though they were still allowed
to come to trade), and finally collapsed when the Zheng family in Taiwan surrendered to the Qing.
Ryukyu was subdued by the Shimazu clan of the Satsuma domain. The multi-ethnic and trans-na-

tional regionality of the China Seas was dismantled.

4. From the Late 17" Century to the Early 19* Century

4.1. Dynamic Late Early Modern Histories

In a conventional East-West dichotomy, stagnant, declining, and passive features after the 18" cen-
tury used to be overemphasized in any region of Asia. Indeed the revolutionary development of the
West (“the Great Divergence”) did not occur in the East. However, recent scholarship has paid more
attention to the dynamic, developing, and autonomous features of both Southeast and Northeast
Asia. Although direct contacts between the two regions decreased dramatically after the end of the
Age of Commerce, there is still room for comparative analysis.

Southeast Asian dynamism after the late early modern era has been one of the major top-
ics in recent scholarship of Southeast Asian history, especially after “the origin of Southeast Asian
poverty” was put at the end of the 17" century by Reid (1988; 1993a). Port cities (Cathiritambi-Wells
& Villiers eds. 1991), new economic development (Reid ed. 1997b), the consolidation of mainland
polities (Lieberman 2003), the water frontier of the South-China Sea and the Gulf of Thailand (Cooke
& Li eds. 2004), and many other issues have been studied in recent publications. Japanese scholars
have also been interested in this period, mainly in such topics as the development of peripheral ar-
eas, the advance of Chinese networks, and the new integration (of both the indigenous states in the
Mainland and the colonial states in Insular Southeast Asia)(Sakurai ed. 2001).

Isolated, stagnant images of Northeast Asian countries have also been revised success-
fully. Japan’s sakoku or seclusion system is now regarded as a variant of Chinese-originated hai-
jin or maritime prohibition system (Arano 1988). Under a strict control system of diplomacy

and foreign trade, which never meant isolation, Northeast Asian countries experienced dramatic
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changes[+39]. In the case of Japan, the premises of modernization after the Meiji Era, such as a na-
tion-wide market economy, a more developed technology of agriculture and handicrafts, and a pro-
to-national consciousness, were clearly formed.

Scholars of any region in East Eurasia, and the Global History as well, cannot help but be
impressed by recent developments in the research on Qing China (Mori ed. 1997; Wong 1997; Acta
Asiatica 2005). The mechanism of increasing emmigration and expanding economic networks be-
yond the imperial borders from the 18" century on has been studied from various angles. Popula-
tion increase was related to many elements, such as (a) agricultural technologies, new plants, and
ecological conditions, (b) commerce and handicrafts, (c) local communities and family institutions,
and (d) legal and taxation systems. The economic/market/currency policies of the state also pushed
the limitless expansion. Not only Southeast Asian countries but also Korea and Japan faced strong
economic and cultural pressures from China. It influenced the formation of collective identities in

these countries in various ways.

4.2. The “Age of Production” and the Crystallization of the “Traditional” Societies

| 4.2.1. Peasant Society

When the “Age of Commerce” ended at the end of the 17" century, almost all arable lands were al-
ready reclaimed in the traditional core areas of the mainland of Southeast Asia (typically in the mid-
Irrawaddy valley and the Red River Delta), Java (central and eastern regions), and Northeast Asia. In
Japan, Korea, northern Vietnam and of course in China, even the reclamation of coastal plains and
deltaic areas had already entered the final stage. More and more villages suffered severe land short-

age and population pressure. Regardless of the possibility of outward migrationl*40], small-scale

39 See Kishimoto (1999) and Ueda (2005) for China; Hayami & Miyamoto eds. 1988 and Hamashita & Kawakatsu eds. 1991
for Japan, Lee (1997) for Korea; Miyajima (1994) for all three countries.
40 Japanese peasants had the least possibility of immigration, not only due to the sakoku system (which prohibited immigra-

tion abroad), but also due to the strict land and household register systems of the villages and the feudal domains, which
became effective by the mid-17" century. The population pressure was mitigated by other factors, such as the steady labour
flows from villages to cities, often of a circulating nature, and the ye system, which allowed the restraint of the population
increase. Approximately 12 million population in the year 1600 increased by 150 % in the 17* century, but remained at

the same level throughout the 18" century, not only due to famines and abortions but also because of late martiages and
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and labour-intensive production run by nuclear families, often accompanied by commercializa-
tion or proto-industrialization, became dominant, especially in areas of wet rice cultivation. Large-
scaled production with dependent labour was seldom productive, though large-scaled land own-
ership based on the accumulation of small plots often developed (except in Japan, where the ye of
peasants as the unit of possession/production/taxation was carefully maintained). The relationship
of the peasant society with the urbanization and market economy showed various patterns. One ex-
treme was the “industrious revolution” (Hayami & Miyamoto 1988; Sugihara 2004), a labour-inten-
sive path to a modern capitalist economy, which occurred in Japan. Another extreme was the “agri-
cultural involution?” If the 19" century Java of Geertz (1963) was not the case, northern Vietnamese
villages after the 18" century (Sakurai 1987) appear to have indeed shared poverty in the process of

limitless population increase and labour intensificationl*411.

| 4.2.2. The Development of Frontier Areas

Many frontier areas were developed with immigrant labour forces. Large deltas (which mainly pro-
duced rice and sugar) and mountainous areas (which produced forest products, opium, tea, silver,
and copper) in mainland Southeast Asia, tropical rainforests (forest products, coffee, tin, and gold)
and seas (sea cucumber, bird’s nest, and so on) in maritime Southeast Asia saw equally rapid devel-
opment[*42), The development, production and exports were often organized and conducted by the
Chinese, in similar manners as had been the case in the mountains of southern China. They estab-

lished some semi-independent polities like the Mac family in Ha Tien (Kangkao), the Wu family

41

42

the inheritance system, in which only the eldest son inherited all the properties of the household. In the case of Korea and
Burma, the frontiers (the Northeast regions in Korea and Lower Burma) absorbed a considerably large population, while
northern Vietnamese villages had little outlet due to the North-South political division until the beginning of the 19" cen-
tury and the limited capacity of the surrounding hilly areas. Moreover, the Chinese immigrants had already penetrated
there more strongly.

The villages of the northern Vietnamese lowlands after the “Age of Commerce” no longer had significant export products
like ceramics and raw silk. Although some professional villages of commerce or handicraft production (for domestic con-
sumption) appeared, cities and the major flow of commodities were controlled by Chinese merchants. Mountainous areas
in northern Vietnam had important commodities like silver and copper, but the production and exports were totally in
the hands of the Chinese (including ethnic minorities). Under such unfavourable conditions, the famous communality of
northern Vietnamese villages was solidified.

Reid (ed.1996, 1997b); Cooke & Li (eds. 2004).
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in Songkhra, or the congsis in Borneo. In Northeast Asia, the northern frontiers of Korea, especial-
ly the Hamgyong-do area, absorbed many immigrants from the south. The Ezo-land (present-day
Hokkaido) became a colony of the Matsumae domain (and later of the Tokugawa Shogunate itself),
where every Ainu household was obliged to collect and deliver commodities (like pelt and fish-
es) levied by merchants who farmed the akinaiba or trading centers[*43]. Production of new com-
modities like herring and sea cucumbers also developed. Japanese immigrant labourers operated in
some sectors, like the large scale herring fishery. In parallel with these events, Russian colonization
reached the eastern Siberian coasts, Sakhalin, and the northern Pacific waters.

Development was realized mainly for the purpose of commodity production, but some-
times for subsistence. In the former case, a coercive labour (forced delivery or forced cultivation) sys-
tem was often enforced effectively, as was the case in West Java (coffee), in the Sulu seas (sea cacum-
bers and pearls), in Luzon and the Visaya islands (sugar and tobacco), in the Ryukyu and Amami
islands (sugar)*44], and in Hokkaido. Even in core regions like Central/East Java (under the Cultiva-
tion System after 1830), and in some han domains in late Tokugawa Japan, the governmental monop-
oly of export commodities could result in de facto forced production systems. Of course, commodity
production by coerced (slavery or feudal) labour was not rare even in ancient times. However, it was
operated better in a larger scale in the late early modern period, thanks to the more developed admin-

istrative systems of not only European colonial governments but also of indigenous Asian polities.

43 Till the beginning of the Tokugawa Period, the Ezo-land, except for the southernmost area where the Wajin or Japanese
people including the lord Matsumae occupied, were not regarded as part of Japanese territory. In spite of a territory indicat-
ed by certain amount of rice production, the Matsumae family was granted by the Tokugawa Shogunate the right of trade
with the Ainu people beyond the territory of Japan. However, the Matsumae took advantage of the policy to seize trading
points in Hokkaido. At first, those trading points were bestowed to Matsumae’s retainers. Ultimately because these retainers
were too greedy to manage the trading points in sustainable ways, the bestowal system was replaced by a farming system
run by Honshu merchants in the latter half of the 17* century.

44

After the Satsuma Domain (of the Shimazu family) subjugated the Ryukyu Kingdom in 1609, the Amami islands were in-
corporated into the Satsuma Domain, while other islands remained under the control of the Ryukyu Kingdom. After the
late 17" century, while tributary trade with China stagnated, agricultural reclamation for the production of sugar and tur-
meric (accompanied by the reclamation for staples like wet rice and sweat potatoes) developed. The Satsuma government
directly collected the sugar of Amami (where farmers were even prohibited to plant other crops), while Ryukyu sugar was
collected through the taxation system of the kingdom. Satsuma merchants brought sugar to Kamigata (Osaka and Kyoto) to

obtain large profits.
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4.2.3. The Crystallization of “Traditional” Societies

Recent scholarship tends to deny the “timeless” nature of “traditions” in pre-modern societies. In-
deed, many elements of “traditional” societies and cultures in Southeast/Northeast Asia were crystal-
lized or invented in (and often after) the late early modern period. If “traditional Japanese” ye (patri-
lineal/patriarchal family/household) and mura (corporate village) systems, which used to be attacked
by modernists and feminists but are more recently praised by nationalists, became universal only in
the late Tokugawa Period, “traditional Vietnamese lang xa (collective village) and dong ho (patrilineal
clan) systems, which have also caused many disputes among modernists and traditionalists/national-
ists, have become more widespread only after the 18" century. The “traditional” mentality of a weak
“self” and a preference for “stability without freedom” in Japanese society could only take root long
after medieval self-reliance faded away under the peace realized by Toyotomi and Tokugawa. A simi-
lar process appears to have been set in motion in other countries under discussion.

This does not mean that the crystallization/invention of “traditions” occurred in a vacu-
um. Rather, many things resulted from efforts to cope with external conditions, including foreign
pressures. For instance, the cultural expansion of China caused a deep influence (sinicization), not
only upon Northeast Asian and Vietnamese cultures, but also upon other Southeast Asian cultures
(in foods, music, dances and plays, and so on). Domesticating or coping with the Chinese influence,
the “original” cultures of surrounding countries were formed, as was the case of Kokugaku (or Na-
tional Studies) and the Edo literature of Japan. Colonial regimes also stimulated similar crystalliza-
tion/ invention, as in the cases of Java (the “Hindu” culture) and Ryukyu. In core areas of mainland
Southeast Asia and Northeast Asia, many “traditions” were tied to the state consolidation. The con-
solidation of a state was usually perceived as that of a regional empire. However, it also bore a “pro-
to-national” nature as the social and cultural homogenization in respective states progressed to a
considerable extent in terms of social hierarchy (witness the sharp increase of yang ban in Koreal*45],
for instance), and ethnic/regional divisions (as Korea, and Japan to a lesser extent, became “a coun-

try of one single ethnicity”).

45 See Miyajima (1995); Lee (1997).
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4.2.4. The State after the Late 18" Century

Not only polities in maritime Southeast Asia (with some exceptions) but also Northeast Asian poli-
ties declined after the 18" century. Despite the economic growth (and not the simple decline of a
“feudal” economy) in the early 19™ century and some efforts at modernization (they were not always
conservative or irrational), these polities could not survive the high colonial period. Even in Japan,
the self-modernization of the Tokugawa Shogunate failed. The Chinese Empire appears to have lost
control of the ever-expanding society after the end of the 19” century. In other words, it took suc-
cessive measures of adaptation to the social change, before it finally to “melted down”

The effect of the expansion and consolidation of mainland Southeast Asian polities (such
as Burma, Siam and Vietnam) after the warfare and political disorder in the late 18" century cannot
be understood as a simple development. Siam indeed maintained and developed the consolidation
after the second half of the 19" century. In the case of Vietnam, however, the society seems to have
been exhausted by the aftermath of the Tayson War (1771-1802) and the too rapid expansion/cen-
tralization of the Ming Mang Emperor (r. 1820-40). Neither inward-looking northern villages nor
trade-oriented southern villages were strictly controlled by the Hue government (Woodside 1971).
On this point (not in the conventional criticism of the conservative or incapable rulers), the nation-
alists’ blame of the Nguyen Dynasty for French colonization is not wrong (probably the Konbaung
Dynasty is to be blamed in the same way). To take a longer view, the regional diversity created since
the period of the Trinh-Nguyen political split was as important as the unity from the North to the
South under the Nguyen Dynasty for modern Vietnamese people to fight against France and then

the United States.

5. Conclusion

During the medieval and early modern periods, Northeast Asia had many common features and di-
rect relations with Southeast Asia. For this reason, Northeast Asian history has many implications,
not only for the mainland but also for maritime Southeast Asia. The reverse is also true. The unique-
ness of Northeast Asia can be well understood through comparisons with Southeast Asia. For exam-

ple, a “great divergence” appears to have occurred in late early-modern Northeast Asian countries,
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when compared to their Southeast Asian counterparts.
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Maritime Trade and Edo Material Culture:
The Long-Term Trends in Textile Imports and Metal Exports of Tokugawa Japan,

ca. 1600-18000+11

Fujita Kayoko

Introduction

Over the past several decades, a considerable number of studies have been made on the develop-
ment of the Japanese cotton industry from the mid-19™ century, with a particular emphasis on its
connection to the nation’s industrialisation as well as the realignment of international commercial
networks in modern Asia. At the same time, the economic importance of the expanding cotton pro-
duction and consumption in early-modern Japan under the Tokugawa regime (1603-1867) has also
been thoroughly investigated. However, only a few attempts have hitherto been made at an analysis
of cotton textile imports and their impacts on the domestic cotton markets of early modern Japan
when foreign trade was under the strict control of the Tokugawa government. Economic historians
have so far paid much more attention to silk imports from China, Southeast Asia, and India, and im-
port substitution that gradually took place through the 17" and the 18" centuries.

Cotton imports and silk yarn and textile imports were inseparable when we survey the
currents of foreign trade and the domestic market situation as well as the manufacturing industries
of Tokugawa Japan. In this paper, I would first like to show the long-term statistic trends in the im-
port of silk yarns and various fabrics (i.e., cotton, silk, wool, and linen) to Japan by the two govern-
mentally-authorised trading agencies, the Dutch East India Company (de Verenigde Oostindische
Compagnie or the VOC; 1602-1799) and Chinese maritime traders, focusing mainly on the 17"

century when silver had a primary importance in Japan’s foreign trade. The VOC manuscript docu-

1———— 'The earlier version of this paper was presented at the Global Economic History Network (GEHN) conference on “Mean-

ings of Trade: Textiles and the World Economy, 1500-1820” (Pune, India, 18-20 December 2005). I appreciate Professor
Tirthankar Roy, the organiser of the conference, and Professor Sugihara Kaoru and Professor Om Prakash for their various

comments on the paper.
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ments, stored at the Nationaal Archief in The Hague, the Netherlands, give us a fair amount of infor-
mation to follow the trends in their two-century-long commerce in Japan. In addition, the records of
the trade items imported and exported by their rivals, the Chinese maritime traders, which we can
find in the dagregisters or the diaries kept by the heads of the VOC factories in Hirado (1619-1641)
and Nagasaki (1641-), supplement the often fragmented Japanese records.[*2] Focusing mainly on
cotton and silk goods from diverse places of production (i.e., India, Java, China, England, and Hol-
land) and considering their roles in Japan's growing consumer markets will give us a clearer insight
into the pre-industrial development of Japan’s textile consumption and manufacturing(#31.

Japan's overseas trade from the mid-16™ to the mid-19" century may be envisaged in two
periods in early-modern global networks. A series of trade-reforming edicts promulgated by the
Tokugawa government in the latter half of the 17" century, initiated with the silver embargo (1668),
which aimed at reducing the outflow of silver currencies, was the turning point. Mass production
of Japanese silver began during the 1520s, and around the end of the 16™ century Japan exported
130,000 to 165,000 kilograms of silver annually, equivalent to 30 to 40 percent of the world silver
production at that time[+4]. The Dutch newcomers in the East Asian maritime world engaged in the
Chinese silk-Japanese silver trade that was the typical trading pattern in East Asia around the end of

the 16" century, as Chinese and Portuguese traders had been doing previously. Since the end of the

I am currently making a database of the VOC’s Japan trade during the 17" and 18" centuries, and will present updated sta-
tistics in the future.

1t is unable to dwell on the issue of the causal links between textile imports and the changes in the domestic textile produc-
tion system in this short paper. As for silk, with a large supply of Chinese silk thread in exchange for silver since the mid-
16™ century (which is estimated at 3000 to 4000 piculs or 180,000 to 210,000 kilograms per year in the 1630s), the con-
sumption of domestic textiles produced by skilled Japanese weavers spread from the upper class to the lower level of the
society. The earliest cotton textile imports from China were recorded in 1204, and cotton textile became the most impor-
tant of the import commodities from Korea during the 15" century. Cultivation, spinning, and weaving can be observed in
various parts in Kyushu and Honshu by the end of 16® century (Nagahara 2004, 216-17, 220-21, 230-62). See a compre-
hensive explanation on the technological progress and production system of the cotton industry during the Tokugawa pe-
riod in Abe Takeshi’s paper for the GEHN Padua conference (hitp://www.Ise.ac.uk/collections/economicHistory/GEHN/
GEHNPDF/ABEPadua.pdf). For the proliferation of trade within the textile (cotton and silk) sector and its meaning for
growth in pre-industrial Japan in the 18" and the 19" centuries, see Saito 2005.

Kobata 1976, 7-8; Iwao 1958, 328-30, Iwao 1959, 66. This silver was comparable in value to two million koku (180 litres)

of rice, equivalent to around 10 percent of Japan's national farming output (Shinbé and Hasegawa 1988, 234-35).
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1630s, which coincides with the end of the Potosi-Japan cycle of global sitver flows(*5], the VOC had
devoted its full attention to establishing Indian silk and cotton on the market in Japan (see Section 1).

During the second phase, while a consumer culture flourished during the late 17" centu-
ry and proto-industrialisation in rural areas could be observed particularly from the mid-18" cen-
tury, Japan's foreign trade contracted, both in values and in volumes. My focus will be on the ways in
which the Japanese coped with the contradicting conditions of the decline of metal production, the

sustention of overseas trade, and the development of agriculture.

1. At the end of the Silver Century: The Indian connections]

Graph 1(#7] shows changes in the annual values of gold, silver, and copper exports by the VOC
based on their account books and invoices, and silver exports by Chinese traders and the Tsushima
domain recorded in Japanese sources. This bar chart clearly shows that the staple of the Dutch fac-
tory shifted from silver to gold in the 1660s, and then from gold to copper in the latter half of the
1670s.

The Taiwan factory, or Kasteel Zeelandia at Taijouan, was a base for the VOC’s commer-
cial activities in East Asia from its foundation in 1625 to the Dutch surrender to Zheng Chenggong
(Coxinga) in February 1662. As a result of the collision between the authorised Japanese traders and

the VOC in Taiwan in 1628, the Tokugawa government suspended the business of the Hirado fac-

5————— Flynn and Girdldez argue in their recent works that all heavily populated continents became deeply connected by the flows
of silver during the “Potosi/Japan Silver Cycle” (1540-1640) and that the high price of silver in China finally descended to
world silver price at the end of the Cycle due to the silver influx throughout the world into China. See Flynn and Girldez

2002.

6————— The analysis of Dutch metal trade in this paper is mainly based on my working paper, In the Twilight of the Silver Century:

A Re-Examination of Dutch Metal Trade in the Asian Maritime Trade Networks (Osaka, 2005).

7—— All data on silver exports by the VOC are based on Fujita 1999, 131-41. The annual volumes of gold and copper exports
by the VOC were calculated from data in Suzuki 2004, Table 1 “The values and volumes of copper exports by the VOC”,
147-68, and Table 2 “The values and volumes of koban (small gold coin) exports”, 228-37. Chinese silver exports were from
Iwao 1953, Table 1, p.28. and Yamawaki 1964, p.214. The volumes of silver exports by the Tsushima-han are Tashiro 1981,

Table II-10, 271, and Table 11-19, 325.
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tory in Japan. From the political settlement in 1632 and the re-opening of the Dutch trade in 1633
to the end of the 1630s, the amount of silver exports grew remarkably. As a result of the banishment
of the Catholic Portuguese after the uprising of Catholic farmers in Shimabara and the Amakusa re-
gion in Kyushu in 1637-1638, the Dutch became the only European agents allowed to trade in Ja-
pan. The Tokugawa government prohibited Japanese overseas navigation in 1639 and ordered the
Dutch to break down the factory in Hirado and to move to the governmental city of Nagasaki in
1639. Now the outflow of Japanese silver was limited to three routes via Nagasaki (by the Dutch and
the Chinese), Tsushima-Korea, and Satsuma-Ryukyu.

The decline in trade volumes and values in 1640 and the following dip were caused by the
state of affairs both in Japan and in China Sea: business in the Western area of Japan became great-
ly depressed in 1639 and prices fell sharply (combining the economic crisis during the Kan'ei peri-
od). First, sumptuary regulations of 1639 now applied to the military class of intermediate and low-
er ranks, as well as to the merchant class, so prices for products made from imported silk spiralled
downwards. Second, since the Portuguese were expelled in 1639, it became impossible for Japanese
merchants to recoup their investments from them. As a result, many merchants in big cities in west-
ern Japan who had been engaged in foreign trade went bankrupt. Moreover, due to cold weather
damage in 1641 and 1642, around 50,000 to 100,000 people died of famine throughout Japan dur-
ing the following years (Yamamoto 1989, 192-94, 197-99).

At the same time, there was conflict between the Zheng family and the VOC. The Zheng
family, which engaged in the silk-silver trade with the Taiwan factory, began to export the silk and
silk fabrics from trade ports within their sphere of influence, such as Anhai and Xiamen, directly to
Japan at the beginning of the 1640s. Furthermore, the destabilisation in mainland China following
the downfall of Ming (1644) deeply affected the production system of raw silk in South China with
special severity (Dagregisters Japan 9:194-95). As a result, VOC supplies from China were cut off.
Now Dutch mercantilists were forced to find a replacement for Chinese raw silk of good quality at
their settlements in the East Indies, such as Tonkin, Persia, and then Bengal (See Graph 2[x81).

It was an obvious divergence from the China-centred economic system of East Asia based

8

All data on the VOC silk imports are originally based on Negotie Journalen, NFJ 836-861, and Facturen, NFJ 763-788, Na-
tionaal Archief Den Haag. 1 picul=100 cattij /100 JT- (60 kilograms)=125 pounds (1697), =120 pounds (1698-).
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on the Chinese World Order and its tributary trade system, in which Japan had been involved down
the centuries. As for trading items, since the opening of the Iwami silver mine circa 1526 and oth-
er Japanese silver mines, the staples of maritime trade by private traders in the East China Sea area
were Chinese silk and Japanese silver.(+9] Thus, Japan’s economy had never experienced structural
connection with the Indian Ocean economic zone through a large-scale and continuous influx of
South Asian products into its realm. In 1640, the VOC further attempted to export gold coins from
Japan as funds in Coromandel and Surat to supplement the shortage of Chinese gold obtained in
Taiwan. If the Tokugawa government had not issued a gold embargo right after this exportation, the
VOC would have continued to supply funds for its South Asian factories in the form of Japanese sil-
ver and gold along with Chinese gold.

Let us closely examine how the VOC coped with the situation. Until the final seizure by
the Zheng clan in 1662, the Dutch settlement in Taijouan was the vital base for the VOC’s commer-
cial activities in East Asia. Silver exports were standardised as chdgin or schuijt zilver with 80 percent
of purity in 1636, and the prohibition of silver exports was promulgated by the Tokugawa shogunate
in 1668. According to my calculations; 71.9 percent of the total amount of silver (558,713 kilograms
out of 777,281 kilograms) was directed to Taiwan between 1636 and 1667 (Fujita 2005, Table 1).

One must note, however, that VOC silver exports to Taiwan included silver that was sup-
posed to be re-exported via Taiwan to other factories, especially to those on the coastal areas of In-
dia such as Coromandel, Bengal, Surat, and also to Persia. Direct shipment of precious metals from
Taiwan to Surat was initiated in 1638, although Chinese gold had already been shipped via Taiwan
and Batavia to India in the 1630s. Later in 1641, the VOC shipped Japanese gold coins (6ban/koban)

and silver as well as Chinese gold to the coastal areas of India.

Table 1: Re-exports of Japanese silver from Taiwan to India and Persia, 1638-1661 (in 1,000 taels[*10])

Surat & . Total o Taiwan

Coromandel Bengal Persia Batavia | Other Re-exports % In total
1638-1649 503 0 1,375 145 75 2,098 229 9,180
1650-1661 1,073 1,503 508 30 407 3,521 89.0 3,955

Source: Fujita 2005, Table 2.

S BELRFLLERT RS

095



096

The influx of Japanese silver via Taiwan to the west of Malacca rose drastically in the
1650s. Malacca, over which the Dutch gained control in 1641, was one of the most important trade
centres of precious metals in Asia, along with Batavia. According to Gaastra, “treasure-fleets” of
Japanese silver/Chinese gold from Taiwan sailed straight to India via the Strait of Malacca, bypass-
ing VOC headquarters in Batavia. Later this route was also utilised for gold shipments from Japan to
India (Gaastra 1983, 464). Between 1638 and 1649, only 22.9 percent of silver was re-exported to
other factories, mainly in India and Persia. Thus, we can say that the rest was paid to Chinese mer-
chants and brought to China between 1638 and 1649. In contrast, 89 percent of the silver passing
through Taiwan was transferred to India and Persia by the VOC between 1650 and 1661. I estimate
that around 44 percent of Japanese silver exports to Taiwan was transmitted to other VOC factories
in the East Indies between 1638 and 1661.

By comparing Graph 1 and Graph 2, we see that changes in the place of origin of silk im-
ported into Japan influenced the changes in the destination of silver exports.(*11} For example, the
market in Tonkin held relative importance up to the middle of the 1650s. According to PW. Klein,
silk imports into Nagasaki consisted of Bengali silk (19 percent), Tonkinese silk (68 percent), and
Chinese silk (13 percent) between 1641 and 1654 (Klein 1986, 166-68, 171-72). From 1655, how-
ever, the VOC shifted their staple from Tonkinese silk to higher-quality Bengali silk. Between 1655
and 1668 silk imports to Nagasaki consisted of Bengali silk (77 percent), Tonkinese silk (18 per-
cent), and Chinese silk (5 percent).[*12] We can clearly see in Graphs 2 and 3 that Bengali silk be-

9-————— For the theoretical framework of Qing China’s tributary trade system and its silver absorption, see, for example, Hamashita

1991, 33-41.
1 tael=2 guldens 17 stuivers (1636-1665), 3 guldens 10 stuivers (1666-1743). 1,000 taels=10 kan ( & ).

10
11

Om Prakash, who investigated various intra-Asian trade routes in The Dutch East India Company and the Economy of Ben-
gal, 1630-1720, demonstrated a close correlation between the VOC’s silk yarn and textiles exports from Bengal and pre-
cious metal and copper exports from Japan, both of which grew rapidly between 1656 and 1672 (Prakash 1985, 118-41).
Tapan Raychaudhuri's study of the VOC trade in Coromandel shows that Taiwan was the second largest factory after Bata-
via in supplying capital, mainly Chinese gold, in the first half of the 17* century. Moreover, he points out that there was an
influx of Japanese silver to this area at the same time (Raychaudhuri 1962, 133 and 186-89).

Klein 1986, 171-72. Between 1636 and 1640: Bengali silk (0 percent), Tonkinese silk (37 percent), Chinese silk (63 per-
cent); between 1641 and 1654: Bengali silk (19 percent), Tonkinese silk (68 percent), Chinese silk (13 percent).

12

13 Graphs 3 and 4 are based on Yamawaki Teijir0’s analysis of account books, which is for the moment the most comprehen-
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came the key commodity of Dutch trade in Japan.[#13]

Generally speaking, there was a high demand for silver in Bengal and Surat and for gold in
Coromandel. Until the middle of the 1650s Surat and Persia were the most important destinations
for silver (Fujita 2005). At the same time, according to Glamann, Surat was the largest consuming
area of Japanese copper (Glamann 1981, 175). At the beginning of the 1650s, silver exports to Coro-
mandel increased rapidly although, as Tapan Raychaudhuri points out, Chinese gold was preferred
to Japanese silver on the Coromandel Coast (Raychaudhuri 1962, 186-89). Simultaneously, silver

exports to Bengal also rose from the late 1640s.

2. The effect of the Direct Trade system on Chinese and Dutch trade

In 1655, the Tokugawa government abolished the itowappu system and introduced direct trade be-
tween Japanese and foreign traders, which resulted in inflated import prices and an increase of the
outflow of metals. One can see a rapid increase of silver exports from Japan by the Chinese in the
latter half of the 1650s (Graph 1). In contrast, silver exports by the VOC during the same period
were rather stable, while copper exports grew swiftly. When comparing Japanese silver and copper
exports by the VOC during 1650-1654 and 1655-1659, we see that copper exports rose by 130 per-
cent, while silver exports rose by only 9 percent. Thus, I conclude that Chinese merchants used sil-
ver to receive for increased import prices in Japan, while the Dutch preferred copper.

Why did copper take precedence over silver for the VOC? We must consider the rise in
copper prices in the Amsterdam market, as well as the business depression at the Taiwan factory be-
cause of friction between the VOC and the Zheng family in South China. In the Generale Missive of
1657, the Governor-General and his Council in Batavia informed the Directors in Patria that Bata-

via had increased Japanese copper orders for Holland in the event that supplies of Chinese gold to

sive research on the fibre product trade of the VOC, which has appeared in any language. Yamawaki 1978, Table 35 “The
values and volumes of textile imports at Deshima’, 216-17, and Table 36 “The shares of textiles, silk yarn, and sugar at
Deshima’, 218-19. The statistics here, however, leave room for revision. For example, silk and cotton mixed piece goods do

not form a separate category in his tables. As for Bengali textile exports, we should consult Om Prakash’s work (see Table5.3

“Bengal textiles exported to Japan, 1669-1718” in Prakash 1985, 138-39).

& wR RFLemENT VPR

097



098

Taiwan could not be expected, noting that the export of Japanese gold was not permitted even under
the new free trade system in 1655 (Generale Missive, 31 January 1657, NA, VOC 1217, ff. 18v.-19r,,
21r.).

Although there was no way the Dutch could know this at the time, it was actually good
for the company that it began to shift the staple of its Japan trade to copper: Japan had used up their
own deposits of the mineral resource in exchange for foreign products, raw silk and fabrics in par-
ticular, by the middle part of the 17® century (Kobata 1976, 1). Copper and high-grade gold coin,
of which exportation was reopened in 1664, gave the VOC another several decades to make profits

from the silk and cotton of Bengal and Coromandel, as seen in Graphs 3 and 4.
Table 2: Textile imports to Nagasaki by the VOC in 1672 (in taels)

Bengal Coromandel Gujarat
taels pieces taels pieces taels pieces
Cotton | 28,034.15 15,304 | 98,064.15 32,270 | 7,163.46 17,171
Silk 9,424.00 4,950 0 0 0 0
Wool 0.00 0 0 0 0 0
37,458.15 20,254 | 98,064.15 32,270 | 7,163.46 17,171
Cochin Tonkin Netherlands Total
taels pieces taels pieces taels pieces taels pieces
Cotton 3,903.00 1,315 0.00 0 0 0 1137,164.76 66,060
Silk 0 0| 29,146.30 9,886 0 0] 38,570.30 14,836
Wool 0 0 0.00 0| 915332 133 | 9,153.32 133
3,903.00 1,315 | 29,146.30 9,886 9,153.32 133 1,848.86 81,029

Source: Yamawaki 1978, Table 34, 210-12.

A rapid growth of Bengali silk yarn imports characterises the period between 1656 and
1672, as Om Prakash points out in his analysis of Bengali-Japanese trade of the VOC (Prakash 1985,
124-26). At the same time, however, textile imports were also on the rise. Showing an increase by 78
percent in total from 1650 to 1672, the success of textile imports was primarily due to the 907 per-
cent increase of cotton textiles, chiefly from Coromandel (See Graph 3 and Table 2).

I would like to emphasise that these Indian textiles were for the first time imported in

quantities to Japanese markets and at prices that made them more available to a wider range of in-
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habitants of the archipelago. The list of textiles imported by the VOC in 1672 (Yamawaki 1978, Ta-
ble 34, 210-12) shows that an overwhelming share of cotton and silk textiles from India were cat-
egorised into [1] textiles with striped or checked patterns (27,207 pieces out of 81,029 pieces; 33.6
percent), or [2] printed textiles such as chintz (16,819 pieces; 20.8 percent). This contrasts remark-
ably with the composition of textile imports by Chinese traders. More than 90 percent of textiles im-
ported by twenty-four Chinese vessels in total in 1682[+14] were plain-coloured or ribbed fabrics,
gold or silver brocades, or fabrics with inwrought figures, produced in mainland China. In this year,
thirteen Chinese ships brought [1] silk or cotton textiles with striped or checked patterns (11,171
pieces) and [2] diverse sorts of sarasal+15] (8,478 pieces) in total. The VOC’s report on Chinese im-
port items and registered home ports of the vessels reveals, however, that technically all [1] striped
or checked textiles were produced in India (e.g., Coromandel, Bengal, and Madras) and were pur-
chased by Chinese traders at one of the emporia in Southeast or East Asia (e.g., Batavia and Guang-
dong). In some cases, Indian Muslim merchants brought Indian textiles via Ayutthaya by a Siamese
ship. This fact suggests that Dutch mercantilists and Chinese maritime traders provided different
sets of value and choice for Japanese consumers in the mid-Edo period, which eventually filtered
into the preferences of the people of diverse social strata under the Tokugawa regime. This issue will

be discussed in Section 4.

3. Towards the “closed” economic system: The silver embargo and the recoin-
ages of currencies

The year of 1668 was epoch-making in terms of foreign as well as the economic policies of early
modern Japan. The reduction of metal outflow and the promotion of the import replacement were

the two fundamentals from this year on. First, in order to curb the outflow of silver currency, the

14 No records of Chinese import goods between 1666 and 1682 are available. The production places of sarasa that Chinese
ships imported cannot be identified. (Nagazumi 1987, 96-100).
15 Indian and Javanese printed textiles with exotic flowers, birds, human figures, and geometric patterns, (and later Europe-

an ones in the same style as well) were collectively called sarasa, which is conventionally said to have derived from “Surat”

(Ishida 2004, 171).
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Tokugawa government prohibited silver exports by Chinese and Dutch traders in 1668.

From the beginning of the 17" century to the mid-17™ century, according to Hayami and
Miyamoto, the long-term price of rice in Japan was on an upward trend after the surge and the fall
during the lean years in the 1630s and the 1640s. One of the reasons for this is assumed to be an in-
sufficient money supply for the growing market economy. As the amount of precious-metal deposits
was still relatively hearty in the first half of the 17" century, the quantity of money increased more
than four times throughout the century in total. It is estimated, however, that 80 percent of silver
currencies and 13 percent of gold coins left the realm of Tokugawa Japan through foreign trade in
the same century (Hayami and Miyamoto 1988, 66-67). As seen in Graph 1, particularly large por-
tions of national currencies must have flowed out during the periods before 1640 and after 1655.
While the amount of silver outflow, chiefly by Chinese ships, was rapidly increasing after the abol-
ishment of itowappu in 1655, the production of silver in Japan began to decrease by the mid-17"
century at the latest. For the first time, the central government in Edo became aware of the necessity
of securing the monetary metal to maintain domestic economic activity.

The VOC managed this situation amazingly smoothly, by switching their staple Japanese
export from silver to gold. According to Oskar Nachod, the VOC had already started to export gold
coins in 1663 (immediately after the loss of Taiwan in 1662) without the permission of the Japanese
authorities (Nachod 1897, 357). In 1664 the Dutch officially applied to the ]apénese government for
permission to export gold. It was granted and the VOC officially began to export gold at a price of
6.8 taels per piece in 1665. When silver exports were prohibited in 1668 and the price of gold was
reduced to 5.6 or 5.8 taels, which was the domestic market price at the time, gold exports boomed,
as we can see in Graph 1. This resulted from the fact that, unlike the Chinese who made a plea for
the resumption of silver exports (and were permitted some years later), the VOC had already shifted
the emphasis of their commercial activities based on Japanese metals during the 1640s and 1650s
from the silver-oriented Chinese market to markets west of Malacca, where gold and copper were
more profitable.

In Japan, the Tokugawa government reformed the trade system in Nagasaki completely
in 1672 in order to prevent the outflow of minted currency. The new system was called shikd shoho,
taxation trade, in which the prices of all imports were decided by the office of the Nagasaki Gover-

nor who was appointed by the central government. During this trade reformation, the price of gold

interfane Humanities Ressarch Activities 2004-2008



was raised again to 6.8 taels (Suzuki 2005, 240). As for the Bengali-Japanese trade, the proportion of
Japanese gold coin to the total value of precious metals imported from Bengal was reduced from 90
percent in 1674 to 42 percent in 1674 (Prakash 1985, 132). We can observe a steep decrease of gold
exports and Bengali silk yarn imports after trade reformation in Graphs 1 and 2.

In 1685, the Tokugawa government issued the quantitative restriction at 940,000 taels on
Japan’s foreign trade ({1} 600,000 taels for the Chinese in total, {2] 300,000 taels for the VOC, and
[3] 40,000 taels for the VOC personnel) in order to restrain the export of precious metals after Qing
officially allowed its subjects rights to overseas navigation and trade in 1684. As for the first two cat-
egories of trade, each import value of (i) silk yarn (including Bengali silk), (ii) textile fabrics, and
(iii) other import goods was not allowed to exceed one-third of the prescribed total import values.
In 1695, the VOC again suffered losses when facing the gold recoinage through which the Tokugawa
government reduced the purity of gold from 84.29 percent to 57.36 percent(+i6], and ordered the
Dutch in 1697 to purchase it at 6.8 taels, the same price they had paid for the old purer coins (Suzuki
2005, 242). In 1715, new restrictions were issued on the commerce of the Chinese and the Dutch:
the number of trading vessels of the former was limited to 30 and those of the latter to two per year.
The maximum amount of Chinese silver export was not allowed to exceed 12,000 taels.

The successive recoinage of gold and silver currencies of Japan in and after 1695, which
increased currency supplies by 85 percent, was to revitalise the stalled domestic economy. Since the
1660s, the rising price of rice slowed and finally plateaued up to the end of the century, due to an in-
crease in capacity of the rice supply from countrywide agricultural development and from a short-
age in the money supply. Hayami and Miyamoto suggest that the success of the monetary reflation,
which resulted in the rise of real income but mild price increases, was due to both external and in-
ternal reasons: the series of trade system reformations had decreased the relative importance of pre-
cious metals as a commodity in Japan’s external trade so that the Tokugawa government received
little foreign pressure to change the quantity and the quality of its national currencies (except from
Choson Korea, who refused to receive degraded silver mints for raw silk exports). In addition, the

domestic precious metal production, in whichever domain, was under the control of the central gov-

16

degraded once more to 50 percent.
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The purity of silver currency was at the same time reduced from 80 percent to 64 percent. In the recoinage in 1706, it was
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ernment in Edo (Hayami and Miyamoto 1988, 69-70, 73-74).

Through these new trade regulations, according to Prakash, Japan's role as a precious met-
al supplier for the VOC ended practically with the 17 century (Prakash 1985, 135-41). The last re-
cord of Bengali silk import to Nagasaki can be seen in 1747. During the 18™ century, the VOC ex-
tracted meagre profits from Javanese sugar, dye (sappanwood) from Sumbawa Island, and a small
portion of woollen textiles from Europe (Graphs 3 and 4).

As for the trade by Chinese maritime merchants, we can observe the effect of the 1685
regulation in the steep decline in silk yarn imports (Graph 2). To counteract the lack of silver, the
Tokugawa government promoted the exportation of bar copper by permitting the barter trading of
copper and import goods in 1695 (equivalent of 100,000 taels in silver) and increased its value five
times in 1696 (500,000 taels in silver). Along with the gradual increase in the domestic silk yarn
production, however, the difficulty of collecting copper to Nagasaki, the production of which was
also decreasing, also affected the commerce. During the 18" century, the China trade in Nagasaki
was maintained in exchange for copper and, increasingly, dried marine products, and the last silver
export by the Chinese is recorded in 1763 (Yamawaki 1964, 214).

At the same time, tighter regulations were set on foreign trade by the central government
in Beijing. The Qing government issued a prohibition of maritime navigation to Southeast Asia in
1717 (which was eventually lifted by 1727) and ordered western vessels to trade solely in Guang-
dong in 1757, which resulted in intensified governmental control on China’s maritime commerce
and in the realignment of overseas trade routes: Ningbo and Shanghai became the gateways for the
trade with Japan, Xiamen with Southeast Asia, and Guangdong with the European traders. Con-
sequently, the import volumes of Southeast Asian sappanwood (a typical natural dye for red co-
lour), which had to transit Xiamen or Guangdong and then Ningbo or Shanghai in the Lower Yanzi,
dropped sharply, and the VOC supplemented their short supply with their cargoes (Shimada 1999,
65-67). Another visible change in trade goods was that the gradual quantitative increase in and the
diversification of European-made woollen textiles brought by the Chinese vessels to Nagasaki in
spite of the explosive quantitative increase had to wait until the 19" century (Ishida 2004, 150). Cot-
ton and silk textiles were consistently the most popular import items due to the inimitable quality
and variety through the 18" century, even after the increase in textile production in Japan.

As a consequence of the decrease in Chinese and Bengali silk yarn since the late 17" cen-
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tury, the Japanese silk textile industry, particularly the weavers of quality fabrics in Nishijin, Kyoto,
faced a serious shortage of white raw silk material. The importation of Chinese silk yarn was imple-
mented by the Tsushima domain via its trade with Choson Korea, and it is estimated that 4.7 percent
of the silver currencies degraded in 1695 outpoured via Tsushimal*17] (Tashiro 1981, 329-30; See
also Graphs 1 and 2). Thus, until the completion of the import substitution process through which
Japan achieved a sufficient supply of high-quality domestic silk thread, which took place roughly un-

til the middle of the 18" century, there was no measure to stop the silver outflow from Japan.

4. Cotton textiles as everyday luxuary: Import substitution, imitation, and the
changes in processing and marketing process

Let me turn to the influence of the mass imports of cotton textiles on the material culture of non-
elites and the manufacturing industry of Tokugawa Japan. Japanese researchers who are working on
the historical development of textile manufacturing agree that it is most likely that striped cotton
textiles, which were imported by the Portuguese since the mid 16 century and by the Dutch since
the early 17™ century stimulated the domestic production of cotton textiles with striped patterns in
numerous parts of Japan during the Edo period (Ishida 2004, 156). The importation of cotton tex-
tiles of such types was therefore continued even after the establishment of the domestic cotton man-
ufacturing industry since there was a constant demand for Indian cotton as luxuries and as samples
(Ishida 2004, 156). In 1736, the value of striped cotton textiles (706,600 taels in silver for 698,747
pieces) occupied the second position in the total value of the commodities shipped from the central
market in Osaka (9,579,900 taels).[18] Because foreigners had been strictly forbidden to set foot in
the territory of Tokugawa Japan (except in the Chinese and the Dutch enclosures in Nagasaki) since

the 1630’, unlike Southeast Asian countries, Japan could not expect Chinese engineers to transfer

17 It is estimated that around 10 percent of silver currencies, the purity of which was improved to 80 percent in the 1710s,
flowed out via Tsushima and Ryukyu to China (Tashiro 1981, 330).
18 The list of commodities transported from the Osaka market is as follows: rapeseed oil (27.1 percent), striped cotton textiles

(7.4 percent), copper for exportation from Nagasaki (6.9 percent), white cotton textiles (6.5 percent), cotton seed oil (6.4

percent), and second-hand clothing (6.3 percent). Shinbé and Hasegawa 1988, 240-45.
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advanced technologies and skills from China. Therefore, the technology transfer regarding weaving
and dyeing had to rely exclusively on manuals imported from China and their popular editions de-
vised by the Japanese, as well as the inventive ideas and unrelenting efforts of Japanese manufactur-
ers, craftsmen, and farmers.[*19] As a result, we can see that home-grown silk and cotton fabrics of
striped patterns with brilliant colour rhythms had been established for the use of outerwear for the
fashion-conscious Japanese by the opening of the nation in mid-19* century (Tamura 2004, 9-10).

While tie-dyeing and embroidery were the most common techniques of producing orna-
mental designs in textiles at the beginning of the 17" century, the importation of multi-coloured and
printed textiles had a great influence on the development of the dye art in Japan, such as Yizen-zowme
(Yoizen dyeing) in Kyoto. However, Japanese craftsmen invented various manufacturing techniques
different from the original methods in India or Java: motifs were first outlined with paste resist by
using paper tubes coated with persimmon tannin, and then the natural dye was applied. Another
popular technique used paper stencils, made with laminated washi-papers coated with persimmon
tannin, when a mixture of paste and dye was put on a plain fabric; the fabric was then steamed to in-
filtrate the colours, and finally the paste was washed off.

1t is said that copying foreign sarasa was initiated in the Nabeshima domain in North Ky-
ushu, like some other manufacturing industries such as the porcelain industry in Arita, by abducted
craftsman from Korea during the invasion of Choson Korea by Japan's ruler Toyotomi Hideyoshi in
1597. Tsuranuki Hidetaka counts eleven production centres of wa-sarasa (Fll 2 #5, literally “Tapa-
nese sarasa”) established from the 1630s to the 1860s. Most of the production places were located in
provincial capitals or populous cities (e.g., Osaka, Sakai, Edo, Hiroshima, and Tottori) for the daily
use of discerning city dwellers. By contrast, the production of Shibori-zome (B g, tie-dyeing),
with comparatively easier techniques, developed mainly in towns and villages in rural areas. The dif-
ference in diffusion patterns seems to have reflected the difficulty of manufacturing technology and
the demand from consumers (Tsuranuki 1994, 525-26 and 541-42).

It is also noteworthy that the import of semi-processed cotton textiles from China stimu-

lated the development of textile manufacturing in Japan. In 1711, Chinese ships imported to Naga-

19

Christian Daniels examined the patterns of the transfer-of manufacturing technology from pre-modern China to East and

Southeast Asian countries, taking sugar production as an example. See Daniels 1991,
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saki 7,342 pieces of cotton and linen textiles including 3,989 undyed cotton textiles (AR It is
most likely that the unfinished cotton goods were produced in Suzhou, Jiangsu, and brought for dy-
ing in Nagasaki and for sale. It was to meet the volatile taste of Japanese consumers that the finishing
process was not conducted in the manufacturing districts in China with more advanced technology

(Yamawaki 1964, 232-33).

Conclusion

Around 1640, Dutch mercantilists established a new trade pattern in Asia by linking the East China
Sea maritime zone and the Indian Ocean zone through the medium of Japanese and Chinese metals
and Indian and Persian silk and cotton. Japanese domestic markets thereby received a large and sta-
ble supply of Indian textile products, along with Chinese silk supplied by Chinese sea merchants and
the domain of Tsushima, for the first time in history. Since Indian textile goods suited the tastes and
the requirements of Japanese consumers and weavers, the VOC forwarded nearly 90 percent of the
silver via Taiwan to its trading posts in India and Persia during the 1650s. The Dutch therefore could
smoothly switch their principle Japanese export items from silver to gold and copper after their
withdrawal from Taiwan in late 1661 and the subsequent ban on silver exports in 1668, as the VOC
had placed the full weight of their commerce on Indian textile goods before the 1660s. The series of
policy changes by the Tokugawa government (i.e., successive recoinages, quantitative restrictions on
foreign trade, and the promotion of import substitution) since the late 17" century decimated Japar’
s external trade, and inevitably Japan's economy gradually reduced the degree of its dependency on
foreign trade.

For this historical context, Japanese consumers in the Edo period associated exotic In-
dian textiles, that is, stripes, checks, and various sarasa motifs. By the beginning of the 18" century,
domestic cotton textiles with striped patterns became affordable for ordinary town people, thanks
to the developing commercial cultivation of cotton as well as the popularisation of high-status con-
sumption. Maxine Berg discusses this pre-industrial European phenomenon as follows: [While im-
port substitution appeared to be the first priority of invention, the imitation to which inventors and

projectors aspired was also a process of adaptation, of finding cheaper methods and sources of sup-
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ply and of creating distinctive producers adaptable to broader markets for semi-luxuries (Berg 1999,
80). “Imitation” was no doubt a key word for the spread of home-made Indian-style textiles in the

Japanese Archipelago during the 17" and 18" centuries.
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