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Chest X-ray Findings of Paragonimiasis.
By

Makio Shigeyasu
Kochi National Hospital (Director: Motoi Iwasaki, M.D.)

510 patients with pulmonary paragonimiasis were studied by means of routine x-ray
examination, tomography and high voltge radiography.

‘The results obtained were as follows:

1. Nodular and cystic type, infiltrative type (cloucdy densities and mottled densities),.
bronchiectatic type, increased lung markings, tubular transparent shadow -calcification,.
swelling of hilar lymph node (usually combined with another symptom, preponderantly in.
children), Complicating active tuberculosis, pleurisy (encapsulated type, exudative type,
interlobar type, calcified type, small pleural reaction, spontaneous pneumothorax), and x-
ray-negative cases were observed. :

2. Cystic shadows were found to show multiformity in shape, multiplicity in number
especially in later stages.

3. Although the foci were recognized everywhere in all lung fields, a greater part of
them were located mainly in the marginal portion of lobes near the costal and interlober
pleura, while only a few were found in the apices of upper lobes.

4. As a new x-ray sign of paragonimiasis, tubular transparent shadows were observed.
in the lung field in & % of our cases; this is probably suggestive of the residual change
in consequence of the movement of the worm.

5. In a larger part of our cases, cloudy densities were seen during an early stage,
within two years from the onset of the complaints, and mottled densities were seen in
later stages. On the other hand, most of these infiltrative shadows were diminished or
they disappeared mainly in the course of at least two or three years.

6. Nodular and cystic shadows appeared mostly in the infiltrative shadows between
three and twelve months, and they might be seen for a long time.

7. It seems that the same patients may show either the cystic or nodular shadows.
We observed that both types can be present in the same foci. Both are often close
together and confluent, and cysts can become noduler types and vice versa.

8. Flying foci, suggesting the wandering of the worm from place to place in the lung,
WEre seen in some cases.

9. A high incidence of encapsulated pleurisies without any subjective symptom were
noted, in earlier or later stages, as an additional symptom by x-ray examinations,
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