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Ultrasonographic Findings of Hepatic Granuloma
by Toxocara cati Migration

Tsuneo Hirata
Department of Radiology, Kyushu University Hospital

Research Code No. : 514.2
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The ultrasonographic features of hepatic granulomas formed by Toxocara cati migration
have been discussed. Multiple small hypoechoic areas having a central spot or linear echoes are
the characteristics of this disease. The author proposed that the characteristic “bead sign” echo
pattern representing the spaces occupied by lesions of visceral larva migrans demonstrated the
hypoechoic granuloma penetrated by the portal system.
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Fig. 1 Toxocara granulomas of the liver demonstrated by ultrasonography as
multiple hypoechoic areas (A) with a central echogenic linear echo (B).
Large arrows: Toxocara granulomas. Small arrow : penetrating portal vein.

H.I (50j.M)

AV ——

Immunoelectrophoregram of several helminths revealed strong specific

reactions with Ascaris suum (F) haemolymph and Toxocara cati antigens.
Anis : Anisakis, Asc (F) : Ascaris suum female, T. can : Toxocara canis, T. cati:

Toxocara cati.
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