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" Roentgenologic Study on the Fate of Pulmonary Tuberculosis
. By Taro Watanabe
Fukuoka Prefectural Sanatorium for Teachers.

I studied the fate of pulmonary tuberculosis patients by a persistent observation of the
course of the disease shown on the roentgenograms. The materials used were:
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(I) Pulmonary tuberculosis patients found out in mass X.ray survey among the citiz-
ens of Fukuoka City.

(II) Those students of the Kyushu University and nurse-students of its attached ho-
spital who were diagnosed as T. B,

(1) Pulmonary tuberculosis patients treated in the Department of Radiology, Faculty
of Medicine, Kyushu University. :

The cases were classified for observation into the following three groups:

Group A : Cases in health. ;i

Group B: Minimal cases who need medical control but no hospital treatment. _

Group C: Advanced cases who need hospital treatment. The results of my observation
will be given below under two se:pafate heads, one for those treated and the other for those
not treated.

a) What I can say about categories (I) and (ID) is as follows: -

1) The fate of the patients belonging to group C is bad.

The fate of group B is not always bad, and that of group A’ is good.

2). The fate of a linear shadow is good,

The fate of hilar tuberculosis is good. The fate of disseminated small lesions is good,
But the fate is not always good when lesions are disseminated over a large area or confl-
uent with each other. The fate of a homogeneous and thick shadow over a large area is bad,

3) The fate of the cavity is bad.

4) The fate of the patients who show no tendency to turn worse in a short period
(within 2 or 3 years) is good. :

(b) I can say about category (III) as follows:

1) Of healed patients, the majority, 186/303, 61.52, belonged to group C when they
entered the hospital: another majority, 239/303, 78.62;, belonged to group B when they
left the hospital. The fate of group A" when they left the hospital was very good.

2) About the fate of the patients whose roentgenograms show signs of hilar tubercul-
osis, disseminated lesions or homogeneous and thick shadow over a large area, I came to
the same conclusion as mentioned in item @2

3) The curability percentage of T.B. patients who had cavities in their lungs is 81.82.
The recurrence percentage of the patients whose pulmonary cavities Were once healed is
rather low, compared with that of those who had lesions but no cavitary shadows. The fate
of the patients whose cavities remain unhealed is quite unfavaurable.

(¢c) It is note-Werthy that in comparing (a) and (b) there is found very great difference
between the fate of healed cavities and that of unhealed ones.



