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Electrocardiograms from patients with pulmonary tuberculosis
by

Atsuyuki Shigematsu
Institute of Radiology, Faculty of Medicine, Kyushu University
Fukuoka, Japan (Director: Prof. Dr. Hideo Irie)

An ECG examination of 98§ out-patients witn plmonary tuberculosis and of 41
in-patients cured of the same infection by radiotherapy disclosed the following facts.

I. In 98 out-patients with pulmonary tuberculosis

1. ECG showed no left-side cardiac sufficiency in any of these patients.

2. ECG-denoted right-side cardiac insufficiency was note in a higher preportion in
these patients than in normal persons. :

3. ECG-denoted right-side cardiac insufficiency was roughly proportional in incidence
to the severity of lung tuberculosis revealed in the roentgenogram of the chest.

4. ECG-denoted right-side cardiac insufficiency was noted in many individuals who
had experienced pleurisy or submitted to thoracoplasty(thoracoplasty on both sides, in
particular)before.

5. ECG-denoted right-side cardiac insufficiency was noted in many patients with
Pprotracted tuberculosis of the lung.

II. In 41 in-patients cured of pulmona by tuberculosis ;

1. Left-side cardiac insufficiency was not noted in any of these patients.

2. It was observed in a few patients under hospital treatment that a normal ECG
‘was gradually replaced by one indicating right-side- cardiac insufficiency and that ECG
«denoted right-side cardiac insufficiency was accompanied by a slight increase in ‘the
:severity of lung tuberculosis.

3. An ECG-denoted increase in cardiac insufficiency was invariably associable with
an increase in the size of the tuberculous lesion shown in the roentgenogram of the
chest.

4. No interrelationship was recognizable between the ECG-denoted cardiac insufficiency
and the state of the tuberculous lesion, the amount of X-rays used for irradiation,
amount of for deposited and the duration of bed rest.
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