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Standard for the Diagnosis of Gastroptosis
By

Prof. S. Tarusawa M.D., N. Sasamori, S. Chiba, M. Nakamura,
T. Komukai, S. Sasaki and N. Hiramatsu
(From the Department of Radiology, Iwate Medical College)

We intended to establish a rational standard for the diagnosis of gastroptosis by deciding
the spatial limits of the normal location of the stomach. ;

This study is based on 94 cases (without gastroptosis) in those whose conventional
ventricular roentgenographies were taken at our department for five years.

(1) The distances from either the umbilicus, Jacoby’s line or the vertebral column
to the lower pole of the stomach were varied in individually, especially in women, while
the distances from either the umbilicus, Jacoby’s line or the vertebral column to the
stomachangle showed no marked difference of value between men and women. Accordingly,
the measurement by the latter method with the umbilicus and Jacoby’s line as the standard
line was preferable in diagnosing the gastroptosis.

(2) According to this standard, when the position of the st:omachanglwe' was located
at least 1 cm below the standard line, it may reasonably be called gastroptosis,

(3) If we make the stomachangle and the vertebral column the points for measurement,
it is clinically reasonable to regard those between the inferior margins of Ls and Ls as
grade I of gastroptosis, those lower than the inferior margin of Ls as grade II, and the
so-called gastroptosis, in which some disfunctions of the stomach are added to the grades
I and II, as grade III.

(4) It may be added here that the location of the pylorus, when it is lower than
normal, is of auxiliary value in diagnosing the gastroptosis.




