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MRI Demonstration of Pseudolobules of Liver Cirrhosis
—Particular Reference to Iron Deposits on Autopsided Specimens—
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MRI was performed on formalin-fixed autopsied liver specimens of nine patients with liver
cirrhosis. Tiny low-intensity nodules were demonstrated in four specimens, in which microscopic
examinaiton revealed hemosiderin deposits in pseudolobules. In one specimen with mild hemosiderin
deposits, low-intensity nodule was not seen on MRI. This result suggests that there is a close
relationship between MRI demonstration of low-intensity nodules and iron deposits in pseudolobules

of liver cirrhosis.
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Table 1 Summary of 9 cases

Liver cirrhosis

Iron deposits Low-intensity

Case ‘;‘ngj nodules on MRI
no.
! 5 9 . £ Demionst- s .
© Eolog Type RO et DO Sietum
1 61F  unknown Bimesonadular? -
2 63M  unknown Bimesonodular? + + 1 3-8
3 49 unknown B'imesonodular) H 1 + 3-5
] MM unknown Bimesonodular? = - -
5 M non-A non-B Bimesonodular? 4 - 4 3-5
& 56M  hepatitis B Bimesonodular? = =
7 50M  hepatitis B Bimacronodular} + - + G-10
8 M non-A non-B Bimicronodular) t = -
9 4M  unknown Bimesonodular? - - -
*+ imild 4 . moderate + . marked
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Fig. 1 Case 2 spinecho 250/17 image. A number
of tiny low-intensity nodules are seen.
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a) Gross pathology

2c
Fig. 2. Case 7.

b} Spin echo 400/17 image. Cirrhotic liver is composed of 5 to 10mm sized

low-intensity nodules.

¢) Berlin-blue stain. Marked hemosiderin deposits in pseudolobules are demon-
strated, Arrows in a) and b) : hepatocellular earcinoma.
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