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The roentgenological Ossification Centers of the fetal
~ Pelvis in the Japanese.

By

Tetuo Asau, M. D.
From the Department of Gynecology and Obstetrics, Medical Faculty of the
Kyusyu Imperial University, Hukuoka, Japan.
(Under the direction of Prof. Dr. S, Umayahara.)

I had taken the X-ray pictures of the 175 fetus which extend from the. 2nd
week to the 40th week and studied about the appearances of the Pelvis ossification
centers, refering to the specimens prepared by the Schulz’s and Spalteholz’s methods.

No roentgenological ossification center appears before the 10th week. The
first ossification center of the pelvis to appear is in the ilium at the 10th week: of
fetal life in the X-ray pictures.

The median center of the first sacral vertebrae is the next to appear at the
13th week and gradually the ossifications proceed to the lower median centers and
the lateral centers of the sacrum.

The ischial center appears at the 17th week in the X-ray pictures and its center
lies in the Corpus ischii.

The appearance of the public center as compared ‘with the other, seems to be
inconstant ,in its period but it is generally present after the 20th week and its
center lies in the branching part of the Ramus superior and inferior.

The Appearances of the Massa laterales sacri are later than 30th week in the
X-ray pictures and their centers lie close by the first and, second Foramina sacralia
anteriora.

The coceygeal center appears later than the 38th week and that it is often
absent even in the 40th week.

According to the observaiton of the transparent specimens which were made
after the X-ray examinations, the real appearances of these centers should be about
one week earlier than that of the X-ray pictures.



Bk = AT AT LR AL At =B A VT v o b IR 217

That fact that these processes of the ossifieation could be seen in each stage
of the fetal life after 10th wezk, brings us a reliable standard to decide their fetal
ages. ; (Author’s Abstract)
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