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A Case of Tuberculosis of the Esophagus

Yoshiro Furuya, Shinichi Kobayashi and Yoshitake Higuchi

Department of Radiology, Niigata University School of Medicine, Niigata, Japan
(Director: Prof. Takashi Kitabatake)

A case of tuberculosis of the esophagus was reported. A 35-year-old man was suffering from dys-

phagia for the past one month.

Roentgenogram of the esophagus disclosed a rounded and sharply demarcated filling defect at the

level of bifurcation. Resected esophageal lesion was due to penetration of the tuberculous lymphnode

in the esophagezl wall. Histologically there were caseous partially calcificated tuberculous nodules in

the esophageal wall. Mucosal surface of the esophagus was intact.

A brief discussion of the mechanisms of infection, together with pathology and roentgenological find-

ings were presented. Although the roentgenological findings are not pathognomonic, abnormal features

in a patient with advanced pulmonary tuberculosis should suggest tuberculous involvement of the esoph-

agus,
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Chest roentgenogram

Fig. 1.
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Fig. 2. Roentgenogram of the esophagus
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Roentgenogram of the esophagus
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Fig. 3.
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Transthoracic (r.) thoracic esophagectomy,
Cervical esophagostomy and gastrectomy, (}i4,
42, 8.18).,

Retrosternal L. colonreplacement, Esophago-
colostomy, . :

Cologastrostomy (retrogastric), Colo-colosto-
my, jejunalrésec!‘ion & Jejunojejunostomy (end
to end). (14, 43. 2. 16), .
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Fig. 5. Surgical specimen of the esophagus
. (Mucosal surface)

Fig. 6. Surgical specimen of the esophagus
(Serosal surface)
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Fig. 7. Histological findings of the
esophageal lesion

Fig. 8. Histological findings of the esop-
hageal lesion
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Table 2. Frequency of tuberculosis of the Table 3. IFrequency of tuberculosis of the
esophagus (in autopsies on tuber- oesophagus in comparison with
culous cadavers) other organs (Lockard 1913)
Letulle (1893) 1.3% No. of m}fer' Freque-
Zenker (1895) 0.24 % cases | davers| 1CY
Lockard (1913) 0.15 % Esophagus 25 | 16489 | 0.15%
Nakamura (1914) 0.4% Pancreas 6 3131 | 0.199
Muto (1925) 0.4% Skin 536 | 123746 | 0.43%
Vimtrup (1926) 0.1% Stomach 62 | 13500 | 0.46%
Miyasaki (1928) 2.8% Brain 17 | 3131 | 0.54%
Fujimaki (1935) 0.58 % Tonque 13| 1140 | 1.14%
Carr and Spain (1942) 0.77 % Adrenals 33| 2471 | 1.349%
Kesztele (1963) 0.03 % Pharynx 187 | 11189 | 1.67%
Meninges 3509 | 187055 | 1.88%
(1963)®m0.03%\E B T TF OB II A E it Heart: and 73 3017 | 2.429
£k %%, Lockard (1913)'13.% { O# & fI% pericerdium T E I %
5L, #EEEIE16,4890F25(1 (0.15%) WAl Ear 66 | 1135 | 3.81%
By RD L LBELTCW S, X, SERREcsT Nose 46 | 7941 | 5.79%
SRR L LOWLIRERBOME it | Tosaine pertoneunt 1 T
Li=DOn 3F T, fThic LT H REEBB @D glands
CRLEBRE VLS. Appendix 98 1340 | 7.31%
R D S hIRITS D ieas, HLEOM = R
R, RUCKEBORET Bz L CchrrEEL — 21 | 2658 [IL 3%
LT, Lockard (1913)'®, %1934 % 1158— Larynx 2003 | 14980 [13.37%
AR 3V B R E LR OB TH B Kidneys alone 321 | 2237 [14.35%
Ck, BB EECRROB AL H Uro-genital system 1105 ‘7501 |14.73%
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