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Combination Therapy of Radiation and DEPOT-S-BLM for Cervical
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The vaginal narrowing reflecting the aging atrophy is frequently observed in the aged. And relatively high
incidence of incapability of intracavitary radium therapy was experienced in the aged patients with cervical
carcinoma.

In such cases, combination therapy with external irradiation and depot type solid bleornycin (DEPOT-S-
BLM) was applied. Instead of routine radium therapy, DEPOT-S-BLM was implanted directly into the cervical
tumor using specially deviced needle twice a week combined with external irradiation. Total irradiation doses
were amounted up to 5000 to 6000 rad while implanted dose of DEPOT-S-BLM ranged 75 to 180 mg.

The eflective local tumor control was observed starting from 17 to 81 months. Ten out of 15 cases were alive
over 12 months with no evidence of reccurrence. However, one patient died with lung metastasis, while the other
died by stomach cancer in the following periods of 20 and 15 months, respectively.

Although the effective local tumor control rate is very encouraging 17 to 31 months after this combination
therapy, the present relatively short follow-up study does not allow for a meaningful comparison with other
routine type of treatment. The effects of grade of curability and survival rate of the patients by this procedure
can not be assessed at this time because of the small number of patients studied.

We believe, however, this technique is the useful addition on such aged patients who can not be applied the

routine radium therapy.
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Table 1 Clinical cases of cervical carcinoma of the uterus in aged patients.

Total irr, dose

Total BLM | Time after

Patients Age |Stage (rads) dose (mg) | treatment Remarks
1. J. U. | 68 I 6000/30F/51D 120 omonths | -+ Pneumonia
2. H.L K, | 67 I 6100/28F/56D 120 15 + Stomach Ca.
3. A, K. | 66 I 6000/30F/45D 135 20 -+ Lung meta.
4, T, A. | 63 v 3650/19F/52p 90 1 -+ Serum hepatitis
5, H. S. | 70 | 1 6000/30% /50D 135 31
6. K. M, | 77 m | 6000/30F /43D 180 31
7. 8. 8.1 73 | I |  5400/27¢/42D 120 29
8. T. §.% 65 \Y 5520/29¥% /46D 120 4 -+ Lung meta,
9. K. S. | 65 I 3400/17% /23D 75 26 Rad, ulcer
10. Y. T.| 8 | 1 6120/30F /53D . 9% 21
11, H, 5. | 71 n | 6010/32F /49D 130 22
12 M, Y. | 79 | I | 5610/33¢/46D 150 10 + unknown
13, 8, 8. | 66 i 6120/36% /50D 150 17
14, H, O. | 65 I 4590/27F /39D 105 4 + Lung meta.
15. C. W. | 78 I 5390/34¥7/50p 150 17

* Adenocarcinoma + died
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Fig. 1  Post-treatment finding of squamous cell
carcinoma of the uterus, stage [[, at the period
of 6 months. Vaginal atrophy and stenosis were
observed.
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