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“Life” for Vulnerable Groups in Transplant Medicine
A Study of Issues in Pediatric Brain-death Organ Transplantation
OKINAGA Takako
WX EE

EEIT VoL T 25 2 & BEPERED D WVIXREFLOARED—
DOTHBHEEZD, ABTIE, ZHFEORRICAELOREEZ H LD 5D TIX
2L ERE W) ERZEOLOE FEMNICESRT LGNS, [ I3Th ),
[FE &3m0 W) RWE, ITFEREREED 5 /NN SEIRER AL OO fa B FR
ICEREY TRALEZ TN, EERPEOT L (555) O T4HEX 50
Fl e TWoObLOYE 2872 LEZ 2 T35, bEOEERBHESKIE (2009
) OFEmEEL T, MEHEEESER] ObY HERW, TRV OERE )
LN E R T 5,

F—T—F  TEEEZEOER), TRV oER), NEMERISEME, 55
B, VWob AdfiE

I consider the question “what is life?” to be the essence of religion or religious
studies. In this paper, rather than locating questions of life and death in a system of
religious studies, I would like to review the questions “What is life?” and “What is
death?” through a thematic focus on ethical issues in organ transplantation for children
(pediatric, brain-death organ transplants), an area which has recently become more and
more confused. I consider the question of “medical care involving sacrifice,” and
search for "compassionate medical care" through a discussion of the 2009 revisions to
Japan’s Organ Transplant Law, which I think robs brain-dead children (vulnerable
groups) of the “right to dignified life.”

Keywords: “Medical Care involving sacrifice” “Compassionate Medical Care” ,
Pediatric Brain-death Organ Transplantation, Vulnerable Groups, Life , Bioethics
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