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Fracture of Percutaneously Inserted IVC Filters
—Two Cases of Giinther’s Filter—
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Department of Radiology, Kyorin University, School of Medicine

Research Code No. : 508.4

Key Words : Interventional procedure, Inferior vena caval filter

During the period from 1988 to 1990, percutaneous insertion of Giinthter vena caval filters were
performed in ten patients in our institution. In two of them, fracture and partial migration of
anchoring limbs were observed. Giinthter’s filter is an attractive device for interventional radiologist
because of its technical ease of percutaneous placement and relative stability within the vein.
However, our experience suggests that this device is not entirely safe and reliable. The patients should
be carefully followed up with a possibility of distal migration in mind. Further structural improvement

seems necessary.
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Fig. 1 Fifty-two years old female (Case 1)
(A) Radiograph obtained seven months after the placement reveals the intact filter. (B) Two
vears and two months later, the breakage of three anchoring limbs is seen. (C) Drawing of B.
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Fig. 2 Twenty-five years old male (Case 2)
(A) Frontal radiograph obtained after the placement reveals the intact filter. (B) (C)
Two years and three months later, the breakage of five anchoring limbs and deformed
basket mesh are seen. B is frontal and C is lateral radiograph. (D) In venography
obtained three months after B and C, one of broken limbs migrated cranially (arrow
head). IVC occlusicon is also noted.
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