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Treatment of Thyroid Cancer (Supplement)
Correlation between Age and Prognosis
By

Nobuyoshi Muta and Tadasi Sato

Department of Radiology, Sapporo Medical College
(Chief: Prof. Nobuyoshi Muta)

Previously a report on the treatment of thyroid cancer was published by the present authors®, Most
cases were treated with surgery and postirradiation with X-ray or cobalt 60. This time, by the hand
of the same material, a few analyses of the result are made.

When we assess 12 deceased cases out of treated 76, a tendency is observed that the cases experienced
a longer period between the onset of symptoms and the initiation of treatment had more benefit prognosis
than those who visited surgeons shortly after awareness of their disease (Fig. 1). This means that the
course of the disease per se has marked influence on the prognosis.

The influence of age on the prognosis was then studied. While there were 45 cases (59.29%,) of less
than 50 year old, none was died. On the other hand, comparing the age-corrected cumulative survival
rate® of every decade (Table 2, Fig. 2), one can recognize that older the patient, worse the prognosis.
This result is in accordance with Halman’s report?’.
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Fig. 1. Correlation of the prognosis and the interval between the onset of symptoms and the
initiation of the treatment, and age and pathologic diagnosis, concerning with 12
deceased cases. p designates papillary adenocarcinoma, f follicular adenocarcinoma, pf
mixed papillary and follicular adenocarcinoma, gc undifferentiated giant cell carci-
noma, and lc undifferentiated large cell carcinoma.

EriEce TR E Lcl2ARY 77 7icE 2T
Z5E (1K), 56E L 0 REG ¥ coifas
Hod OBRFEREWEANROhS . RO
BORBET L DIXEZTHH B DB B ITHE
E RS, FBEOF VWL 0IRFLEETH?S
T b T FERAEN .

Table 2. Age-corrected Cumulative 5
Year Survival

| Crude | Age corrected

Age at |No. of| Cumulative 5 | Cumulative 5
Diagnosis | Cases | Year Year Survival

| Survival Rate Rate
10—49 | 45 i 100 |10
50—59 | 20 | 65 | 70.0
069 | 9o | 415 | 438
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Fig. 2. Survival of thyroid cancer, related to
age at diagnosis.
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