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Divergence in the Evaluation of the Ultrasonogram of Liver Tumor
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The evaluation of an ultrasonogram of a liver tumor tends to vary depending on the interpreting

doctor. To make this point clear, one photograph from each ultrasonogram of 8 liver tumors were sent
to 50 hospitals all over Japan with written inquiries in February, 1988.

103 doctors of 35 hospitals answered these inquiries concerning the shape, boundary, marginal
hypoechoic zone, internal echo, posterior echo and lateral shadows of 8 liver tumors.

The answers showed quite a variety in the interpretation of each tumor. In conclusion, our
investigation has shown that making the pathological diagnosis of liver tumor by the combination of
the findings in ultrasonogram is deficient in objectivity.
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Fig. 1 8 sonograms of liver tumor sent to 50 institute all over Japan.
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Fig. 2 Written inquiry used for this questionnaire.
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