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A case of reticulum cell sarcoma of the skin showing abscopal
effect during radiotherapy.
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Reticulum cell sarcoma primarily originating from the skin is considered to be rare. Recently, we
had a chance to treat this rare case by relatively low dose of irradiation with good response. Lym-
phnode metastases developed two years and nine months after the onset of cutaneous manifestations in
this case. In addition, so called “abscopal effect” was observed three occasions during radiotherapy.
Complete regression of the unirradiated lesions in bilateral cubital regions was observed, while electron
therapy was given to the lesion of the right knee. The presence of this phenomenon is briefly alluded
in text-books, though its real mechanism is poorly understood and a demonstrable case report is lacking,
except for a case reported by Nobler. He explained the effect with a concept of lymphocyte circulation.
The authors, however, incline to believe that the autoimmune reaction plays an iraportant role in in-
ducing the abscopal effect in the authors’ case.
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Fig. 1. Mass lesions in the right knee at the
beginning of radiotherapy.
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Fig. 2.
order of mass lesions and radiation therapy.

Location of nodular lesions and field size.

HAREZH A HESEE W35% 105

: Right knee ; 8 x10cmn

Left leg ; 12 > 20cm
Right leg ; 8 x10em

: Lateral portion of left elbow ; S5em in diameter.

Right gluteal region; 6 x 8cn
Right leg ; 12 x20cm
Medial portion of right knee ; 6 % 8 cm

: Lower portion of right knee ; §cm in diameter.

Bilateral elbows ; 6 cm in diameter.

: Left inguinal region ; 14X 14cm and 6 % 6 cm,

respectively.
Right inguinal region ; 12 x l4en
Left popliteal fossa ; 8 x §cn

Number indicates the sequential
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(a) Before irradiation. (b) The lesion disappeared after the electron
) therapy of 6 MeV Betatron, 2000rad.
Fig. 3. A crescent-shaped lesion in the right knee :
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(c) Before irradiation to the lesion of the  (d) Nodular lesions in the left elbow disappeared
right knee. after the radiotherapy in the right knee.
Fig. 4. Nodular lesions in the left elbow :
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Fig. 5. Reticulum cells sarcoma was histologically
comfirmed (100x, H & E).
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