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The effect of regional intra-arterial infusion of a hypoxic cell radiosensitizer RK28 (2-nitro-
imidazole uncleoside analogue) on rabbit VX2 tumor was evaluated.

Rabbits each weighing 2.5—3 kg were implanted with VX2 tumor in the left hind legs. Solid
tumors grown up to 3 cm in diameter were treated with X-ray irradiation. Tumor volumes were
assayed weekly by computed tomography (CT). Six rabbits were treated with 15 Gy of X-ray
irradiation alone, and the other six rabbits were treated with intra-arterial infusion of RK28 (80
mg/kg) two minutes before 15 Gy of irradiation. The latter tumors regressed more rapidly than the
former (p<<0.01), and the latter rabbits seemed to survive longer than the former.

The pharmacokinetics of RK28 and its metabolites in tumor tissue and serum were measured by
high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) using six rabbits. During irradiation, a high
concentration of the agent was achieved in tumor tissue.

It is suggested that a successful radiosensitizing effect will be obtained when regional intra-
arterial infusion of RK28 is clinically combined with intraoperative radiation therapy and
brachytherapy.
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Fig. 1 Contrast enhanced CT images of VX2 tumor in left hind leg. (Tumor ;
arrow, Left tibia ; arrowhead)
Control : 10 (a) and 30 days (b) after tumor implantation. Irradiation alone:
Before (c) and 4 weeks after therapy (d). Irradiation with intraarterial RK28 :
Before (e) and 4 weeks after therapy (f).
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Fig. 2 Histological findings of VX2 tumor when
tumor grown up to 3cm in diameter measured by
CT. (H.E. stain, 200)

(a) Peripheral zone, (b) Central zone
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Table 1 Chemical structures of RK28 and its metabolites. The metabolites of
RK28 consist of oxidized compounds (a~c), glucronated compound (d) and
compounds with cysteine (e, ).
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Fig. 3 Tumor regression slopes in group A (O),
group B (&), and group C ([). The difference in
tumor regression slopes in each group was statis-
tically significant (p<0.01).
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Fig. 4 Survival rates in group A (O), group B
(A), and group C ((J) using a Kaplan-Meier
method. Statistical analysis of entire survival
showed significant difference between group A
and group B, group A and group C (p<0.05).
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Fig. 5 The concentrations of RK28 in tumor tissue
and serum after intraarterial drug infusion.
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Fig. 6 The concentrations of RK23's metabolites
in tumor tissue and serum after intraarterial drug

infusion.
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