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Fig. 1. a: intact Co% needle(It contains 3 pieces
of source)

b: The cap is removed.
c: One piece 0f source comes out.
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Breakdown of the Cof? Needle
By

Koichi Kaneta
Department of Radiology, Sappero Medical College.
(Director: Prof. Nobuyoshi Muta)

A case is presented that a cobalt 60 needle was broken at the cap and one third of
‘the source had been missed. It was discovered in the space between flooring hoards of the
-examining room about 3 months later. We had not known that the cobalt 60 needle
«contained 3 thin pieces of source and these pieces were to slip (Fig. 1).

We were exposed about 4-6 mr/w for these 3 months. No contamination was noticed.
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