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Postoperative Recurrences and Metastases of Breast Cancer
By

Keiichiro Onizuka, M.D.
Department of Radiology, Faculty of Medicine, Kyushu
University, Fukuoka, Japan
(Director: Prof. Dr. Hideo Irie)

During the five years from 1955 to .1959, 210 postoperative cases of breast cancer
visited the out-patient clinic of our department.

Among these, localization of recurrences and metastases of 76 cases were investigated.

The results were : _

1) Recurrences and metastases on the operated breast side showed the highest rate
of 58.5%, next were the distant metastases of 23.7%, metastases on opposite side were
17.8%.

2) On the operated side, the supra-clavicular fosse were the highest (33/76=43%),
next were in order of the anterior chest wall (13/76=17%), axilla (11/76-=14%), neck,
infra-clavicular fossa.

3) On the opposite side, they occured as follows : supra-clavicular fossa, (10/76=13%),
axilla, (4/76=5.2%), breast, (3/76=4%), neck, (2/76=2.6%), anterior chest wall, (1/76=
1.3%), and infra-clavicular fossa, (1/76=1.3%).

4) The distant metastases were localized highest in lung (11/76=-14%), and next were
bone (9/76=12%), pleura, mediastinum and liver. ;

5) Postoperative irradiation of breast cancer is the most important at the supra-
clavicular fossa of operated side. Preventive irradiation on axilla, anterior chest wall
and mediastinum on the operated side is also necessary.
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G4y J g %
20=FBLF 0 0%
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Table I Distribution of Postoperative Recurrences and Metastases of Breast
Cancer (Percentage of Metastasis of Breast Cancer for Total Meta-
stases 118)
A. Operated Side
Anterior Ch- . Supra-Clavi- [Infra-Clavi-
est Wall Axilla cular Fossa |cular Fossa Neck Total
No. of ; i - -
oro:n;[?eé:f;sri;eme 13 (9 11 (5) 33 (16) 4(2) 8 (6) 69 (38)
% 11% 9.3% 28% 3.4% 6.8% 58.5%
B. Opposite Side
5 Anterior : [Supra-Clavi- [Infra-Clavi- e
Breast Chest Wall Axilla cular IFfossa | cular Fossa Neck Total
O L 4 (2) 10 (6) 1(0) 2@ |2t a3
% 2.5% 0.8% 3.4% 8.4% 0.8% 1LY 17.8%
C. Distant Metastases
Lung Eleira, £ e SSHT Liver Bone Brain Total
No. of Met- [ ]

e 11 (4) 4 (3 3 (3 1@ 9 (6) 0(0) 28 (17)
% 9.3% 3.4% 2.5% 0.8% 7.6% 0% 23.7%

Note: Numbers in Parentheses Indicate the Cases with Metastases or Recu-

rrences at 2 or More Sites.
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Table II Localization of Postoperative Reccurrences and Metastases of Breast Cancer
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Z TR B & BRI RS F U TE S
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WI;]& clge(]:xf:;:gg No. of Recurrence or Localization of Metastasis or
R e e Metastasis Recurrence
Anterior Chest Wall 4, Axilla
Operated Side 18 74% |3, Supra-Clavicular Fossa 9, Ne-
ck 2
With Irradiation i Sppstee 1 4.3%|Axilla 1
(45) Distant o
Tiotastaee 5 21.7%|Lung 2, Bone 3
Total 24 100%
Anteior Chest Wall 8, Axilla 3
gﬁi\mted 29 50% Supra-Clavicular Fossa 12, Ne-
ck 6
: . Breast 1, Anteior Chest Wall
REr 31 gi%%omte 13 22.2%|1, Axilla 2, Supra-Clavicular-
G Fossa 7, Neck 2
Irradiation (39) ' Distant 16 27.6% Lung 6, Pleura 2, Mediastinum
Metastases ’ 97211, Liver 1, Bone 6
Total 58 100%
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