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Results of Radiotherapy for Pulmonary Tuberculosis.
by

Hideo Irie et al.
Department of Radiology, Faculty of Medicine, Kyushu University,
Fukuoka Japan.
(Director: Prof. Dr. H. Irie)

During 1958-1964 we treated 237 admitted patients with pulmonary tuberculesis in our clinic.

The following is the summary of the results of the treatment.

The patients are divided into two groups. The one was treated by chemotherapy alone, the other
received combined therapy of chemotherapy and radiotherapy.

In the latter group the radiotherapy was added after we concluded chemotherapy alone could show
little effect.

The recurrence rates of the patients, who were discharged from the hospital more than one year
ago, was 5 9% (6/119) in group with chemotherapy alone, and 10.8 9, (8/74) in group with combined
therapy. The one for patients of more than five years after discharge was 15.19, (5/33) in the former
group and 14.3 9, (6/42) in the latter one.

These results show that radiotherapy is effective for the pulmonary tuberculosis with little effect by
the chemotherapy alone.

The effect of 1adiotherapy for pulmonary tuberculosis is explained by the fact that the destruction
of the thick capsule of tuberculous fccus is caused by radiation and this makes the immune substance po-
ssible to enter the focus of the lesion.

When radiotherapy and chemotherapy are combined, both immune substance and antituberculous
drugs can enter the focus through the surrounding wall of the lesion and result combined stiong therap-
eutic effect.

In this opinion, the radiotherapy should be used more frequently for the pulmonary tuberculosis
which is hard to be cured by chemotherapy alone.
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