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Fitz-Hugh-Curtis Syndrome:
analysis of CT findings

Tadamasa Yoshitake, Akihiro Nishie,
Takashi Mtsuura, Shin Takahashi,
Kengo Yoshimitsu, Hiroyuki Irie, Hitoshi Aibe,
Tsuyoshi Tajima, Kenji Shinosaki,
Tomohiro Nakayama, Daisuke Kakihara
and Hiroshi Honda

Fitz-Hugh-Curtis syndrome (FHCS )is a condition with right
upper quadrant pain in association with pelvic inflammatory
disease. Invasive procedures such as laparoscopy or laparo-
tomy were indispensable to definite diagnosis of FHCS, and
no more useful methods in radiological diagnosis of FHCS
has been reported until now. In this present study abdomi-
nal enhanced-CT findings were analysed retrospectively in
eight cases diagnosed clinically as FHCS. We focused on
hepatic capsular enhancement, which was identified on early
phase in all cases and on delayed phase in five. Moreover,
hepatic capsular enhancement was detected at the anterior
surface of medial segment and the lateral aspect of right lobe
in all cases, while at the anterior surface of lateral segment
in five cases. These findings, which disappeared on follow-
up CT after treatment, were thought to reflect “acute” peri-
hepatitis. Abdominal enhanced CT, especially on early phase,
is suggested to be a non-invasive, useful modality for the
diagnosis of FHCS. When hepatic capsular enhancement is
identified in the interpretation of abdominal enhanced CT
images in sexually active women who have right upper ab-
dominal pain, we should suspect the possibility of FHCS and
examine gynecological findings or the value of IgA and IgG
antibodies for Chlamydia trachomatis.
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Fig. 1 Segmental classification of hepatic capsule. The up-
per figure shows a CT section at the leval of umbilical portion,
and the lower one at the caudal level including Morison's pouch.
(a),(b), and(c)indicate hepatic falciform ligament, middle he-
patic vein, and right kidney, respectively. Area(1)and(2)was
divided by middle hepatic vein, while area(1)and (6)by hepatic
falciform ligament. Area(4)represents hepatic capsule around
the caudate lobe. Area(5)is the posterior aspect of lateral seg-
ment between (4)and (8). Area(2)indicates the lateral aspect of
right lobe and is differentiated from area(3) by the most poste-
rior site of right lobe.
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Table 1 CT findings about hepatic capsular enhancement

Hepatic capsular enhancement®
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a: The underlined number indicates cases with definite pelvic inflammatory disease.
b: The presence and degree of hepatic capsular enhancement was evaluated in each case.
++: strong enhancement, +: definite enhancement, —: no definite enhancement
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Fig. 2 Abdominal enhanced CT in 19-year-old woman (case 2).

A Early phase. Hepatic capsular enhancement is identified at the surface of medial segment and right lobe
(arrows). A ‘ B
B : Delayed phase. Capsular enhancement at the surface of medial segment still remains (arrow).
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Fig. 3 Abdominal enhanced CT on early phase in 22-year-old woman (case 1).

A © The capsular enhancement seemed to extend into hepatic parenchyma, resulting in forming thick enhanced le-
sion along hepatic capsule (arrow).

B ! Hepatic capsular enhancement is seen at the anterior surface of lateral segment as well as at the surface of right

lobe (arrow).
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Fig. 4 Abdominal enhanced CT on early phase in 31-year-old wo
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A @ Before administration of antibiotics hepatic capsular enhancement is identified at the surface of right lobe (arrow).
B I After treatment the enhancement disappeared on follow-up CT scan. B
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