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Foreword

Yutaka Yoshida

It is my pleasure to publish the 23rd issue of our journal as the Festschrift in honour
of Professor Takao Moriyasu’s 60th birthday. Since 1992 when our journal lost the
financial support of Kobe City University of Foreign Studies, it was Moriyasu who
played the most important role in both editing and publishing the journal and without
his energetic effort it would not have survived to this day, to say nothing of obtaining
recognition. Thus, Peter Zieme and I decided to present this volume to our co-editor
as a token of gratitude and affection. The editorial work of the present issue was
actually done by Dr. Dai Matsui, Moriyasu’s eminent student and Professor Peter
Zieme, who share their research interest with Moriyasu and knew much better than 1
who to ask for a contribution to the volume.

Takao Moriyasu was born in Mikuni, Fukui Prefecture on 11 February 1948.
After graduating from the local high school he entered Tokyo University and studied
Oriental history. He was a pupil of the great orientalists of the day, Kazuo Enoki,
Masao Mori, and On Ikeda. He also studied with James Hamilton, when he stayed
in Paris during 1980-1982. In 1982 he was appointed associate professor of Oriental
history at Kanazawa University. In 1984 he moved to Osaka University to succeed
the chair of the late Professor Nobuo Yamada.

Moriyasu’s main interest is the history of the Uighurs during and after the period
when three states, the Uighur Empire, Tibet, and Tang China opposed to each other.
From the very beginning of his study Moriyasu was interested in the history of
Uighur Manichaeism, which was the subject of his graduate thesis. He continued his
research and spent three years completing his gigantic master’s thesis entitled “Studies
of Central Asian history during the Tang period” submitted in 1975. Its constituent
parts have appeared separately since 1973 when he started collecting the materials.
The earliest one published in 1973 was about the war between the Uighurs and
Tibetans fought in Beiting and was awarded Ryiisha Kaisei Prize; a French version
also appeared in the Journal Asiatique 1981. The others are no less important; one
is the edition and the study of a Dunhuang Tibetan manuscript concerning Hor
and the other discussed the Tibetan invasion of Central Asia. Another work of this
period, though not published as an article but as a note, is also to be mentioned. He
succeeded in dating the so-called Uighur stake inscriptions to the 10th century, a
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date almost two centuries later than that generally assumed before him.

All these works are based on his careful revision of the texts edited or studied by
previous scholars. Apart from the studies based on textual sources, since the late 80s
he has undertaken fieldwork in China and Mongolia. In the course of his field survey
of 1987 he discovered that some caves in Béziklik were first made by Manichaeans
and only later redone as Buddhist ones. He recognized that the change of caves
betrays the shift in the Uighur state religion from Manichaeism to Buddhism, the
date of which is represented by the stake inscriptions, one of his most favorite
subjects. He also discovered that the long Uighur scroll housed in the Historical
Museum of China is a charter issued to the Manichaean church by the West Uighur
Kingdom when Manichaeism was still supported by the kingdom. In 1991 he
published his epoch-making discoveries as his Ph. D. thesis entitled “A study on the
history of Uighur Manichaeism”, of which the German version was published later
in 2004.

I myself have collaborated with him for twenty-five years since 1983 and am very
proud that I am the one who benefitted most from the collaboration. I accompanied
him several times when he undertook fieldwork in China and Mongolia. I still
remember well when in May 1988 I first saw the Sogdian document in Urumgqi
Museum, which he had copied for me the year before. It is an entirely preserved
sale contract of a Sogdian female slave dated to 639 CE. Our joint edition of this
wonderful text became well known and is frequently quoted by our colleagues all
over the world. I sincerely hope that our joint work on the Karabalgasun Inscription
conceived long time ago would be completed in the near future.

It will require a number of pages to describe all his achievements, of which the
complete list is prepared by Moriyasu himself for this volume. However, I cannot
conclude my foreword without expressing my heartfelt gratitude to Moriyasu’s
brilliant students at Osaka University who have spent an enormous amount of their
precious time and effort to help us publish the journal by preparing camera-ready
pages and doing other tasks. Hopefully the day will come soon when they all will
publish their articles in the future issue of SIAL commemorating another special
occasion of their teacher.
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