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Late Adverse Reactions of Non-lonic Intravenous Contrast Media
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A prospective study of late adverse reactions of non-ionic intravenous contrast media was
performed. Information was collected from questionnaires returned by the patients, and also from
further interviews. The incidence of adverse reactions was 8.3% in all patients, and was higher in
female (11.1%)than male (5.8%). They were more frequent in the patients with age ranging from 20 to
49 than those older than 50. The most frequent symptom was headache, followed by itching, skin
rashes, nausea, dizziness, and general fatigue. More than half of the reactions occurred within six
hours after injection, but reactions a few days later were also reported.
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Table 1 Incidence of late adverse reactions

Iopamidol Iohexol Total

Male 29/596 (4.9%) 34/496(6.9%) 63/1092(5.8%)
Female 61/534 (11.4%) 46/426(10.8%) 107/960 (11.1%)

Total 90/1130(8.0%) 80/922(8.7%) 170/2052(8.3%)

Table 2 Incidence of late adverse
reactions in relation to age

Age Incidence
0— 9 1/12 (8.3%)
10 — 19 2/33 (6.1%)
20 — 29 12/79  (15.2%)
30 — 39 17/131 (9.4%)
40 — 49 44/345 (12.8%)
50 — 59 46/556 (8.3%)
60 — 69 35/483 (7.2%)
70 — 13/363 (3.6%)
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Table 3 Clinical symptoms and incidence of
late adverse reactions (LARs)

Symptoms No. of LARs
Headache 55
Itching 43
Skin rushes 34
Nausea 34
Dizziness 19
General fatigue 15
Epigastralgia 10
Pharyngeal dyscomfort 9
Chest discomfort 7
Vomiting 6
Urticaria 5
Palpitation 5
Parotid pain 4
Drowsiness 3
Cough 3
Pain at injection site 2
Low back pain 2
Sneezing 2
Finger irritation 1
Anasarca and oliguria 1
Nasal bleeding 1
Fever 1
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