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Energy Dependency of RBE of Neutrons in the Range 0.43 to 14.1 MeV
Effect on DNA synthesis on Cellular Level

Akira Tsuya and Shigeki Okano
Depertment of Radiology, Cancer Institute Hospital, Tokyo

Summary
The relative biological effectiveness of neutron radiation of 0.43, 0.65, 1.0, 1.5, 1.8 and 14.1 Mev was

studied, taking the dosis for halbing the labeling index of ®H-thymidine as an index.

Adult female mice of ddN strain and Carworth Farms ENL Stoner strain were exposed to single whole-

body radiation of 250 KVp X-ray, 9Co gamma-ray and neutron radiation.

1) The RBE of total bone marrow cell and red cell precursor for 0.43 Mev neutron is highest, 4.1 and
3.6 respectively, with decreasing RBE for lowering LET. The RBE of total bone marrow cell is 1.2 for

14.1 Mev fast neutromn.

It is considered that there exists maximum RBE of neutron in the low energy range of less than 2 MeV.

2) The RBE of 14.1 Mev fast neutron are 1.1 and 1.2 for thymus and spleen, respectively.
3) The RBE of 14.1 Mev fast neutron is 1.8 for the intestine. The higher RBE of the intestine suggest

higher radiosensitivity of this organ than others.

AL D = 3 v F — TR O B~ O IL A
2T, fERD =Y 7 AfiH IR TR~ B
WivkEE hoodh%5 . R.S. Stone (1940, 42) I
Lo TS b icPETFROBIRIICA, €0
BIEANE LW EnbR Y Y Rbhitho
Foid, e ER T (o, proton §E, m-meson)
DERBA~OILH O HEM X, Prif Bragg peak #
FIF U CoZEERR AT othdE L, ApEEane
GERSIELSD CEEFIH LTo ancxie gl
DEBE~DIGH PRE EhT\% (Berry & An-

drews)P=10_ papn B ERICR W T4 0 =50 F
—OFHTHROR BERXR®D D & L3l THEE
ThHhHEELLONS . FHH#EL, 0.4~0.2MeV
{G =5 b F — P Fico\ Tk Brookhaven Na-
Yional Laboratory(Bond, Bateman) &, 14.1MeV
TR D\ TURE By A2 R S BE DR e

EABIRE) % LA RLITR, BEkb D
ERYEOTRETS. ZoOBEEL LTXD
NASHEAT Y, *H-Thymidine oERZED
50% Mz EE L LTR B EfEx R, ol
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BRARERIRCo\WT, Fio a4 ot s i
55 4RI BN cellular level =4\ ~T, DN
A GBEEN DA B L 5 5 HCEFIHET
HHLEZLNRS,

(1) 14.1MeV Hh#ETHOR BE

a) 14.1 MeV rhif:F4pEv2»

RZE T (don) RUSEIb TSk 3508, NS-HA

FRPETFHR = R A — 1 14,1 MeV Hifh

IGETEE : 150KV

WS THREW : 300~ 400 A

£ 5+ Ti-SH.

BE—~ o AduDEEEE : 5cn

#EHR ¢ 3 ~10rad/min

PPEETFRRRL, 28 (n,p) 2P RISAFAL,
3 scintillation spectrometer = I b Bk
P BEERANCER L0,

b) X

H2 KXC-18-2 7l

HEIE ¢ 180 KVp. %&EHi : 256 mA. KRGS
#: 1.0mmCu (H.V.L.1.41 mmCu)

fi4E=E : 3 ~10rad/min

c) EKERE)

ddN 3% 7 i< v 2 (CFHykmE212) 23 .

d) W& HE

TYASERIFLEL, 1ESOTFAFY 2
DOREC AR, BRLEAFCESN, B
TREERSH #1707 (5 1 K). & OB MG

Fig. I Revoloing Neutron irradiation apparatus
(Toshiba NS-H)

_— plastic cage

A}
1

\i
\ T: Target
=1 1) |
. i D: Deuteron ion beam
/
I
W

FPTHEIGES L 5 50C, BRI XoC, Wil
D OHECIBH S h 510,

e) MG
B BEHREIS1E0m ths.

HAREZHSI SR #2608 w1y

Table I irradiation dose

irradiation dose (rad)

Control revolving only
bone marrow | 60 100 200 300 400 600
thymus and 10 20 40 60

spleen

] intestine 10 20 60 100 200 300 400

#H-Thymidine autoradiography

TREHE T 88, BRERE T 2 BRI, BOllR, M,
NEFETUL 5 R C *H-Thymidine 20 uc/g %
E#ik:  #E L. B53008BcBRL, &
B M, B, NE (FTIREBES) X b EE
AElERT 5 e, Fovvalrca a7
fEb, AR-10 Stripping film = NTB-3 Dipp-
ing T Radioautogram #{EflL¢-. H.E. #4
Betao b, FEEMIEC 2T *H-Thymidine DIE
BER (L LI WgEed5) #REMUE. [
@D H.E. Jetafiidic o\t 3 ki
EITVHE L.

R B EfE5%E

RACHE>THI L.
R BE—_180KVp X EDj, (rads)
’ HPETERD EDgy (rads)

SEER REE
EEEaa, g B NBBRaEo LI
8% MRS TG i i BB R R oI
SHAZET % .
1) ZEfiEgMiEo LI & EDy, (rad) i
Bok, H2Rom TH5.

"able 2 “H-Thymidine L.I. for total bone
marrow cells

dose (rads) (iﬁlitrﬁlz p) (Xi-grgykvp)
revolving only 5.5+ 0.8
60 4.6:+0.4 4.3+0.9
100 4.4-+0.8 4.140.6
200 2.9-+0.3 4.3140.8
300 2.1:+0.3 2.2+0.2
400 0.4:+0.1 1.04+0.7
600 0.1-£0.01 0.34-0. 02
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Fig. 2. Labeling index for total bone marrow

cells
LI
9%
70t
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30t P
2-0 .\\\
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|
e 1 B et ™
* [4IMeT Neutron | 90 T
i i i L . \\
" 0200 300 40 300 60orad
Table 3 *H-Thymidine L.I. for spleen.

i Neutron X-ray
dose (rads) | (129" Veevy | ¢ 180 Bvp)
revolving only 6.6+ 0.3

10 4.24 0.3 5.2+ 0.3
20 3.41 0.1 3.9+ 0.4
40 1.84 0.1 2.3+ 0.1
60 1.6+ 0.1 1.6+ 0.2
Table 4 *H-Thymidine L.I[.for thymus
Neutron X-ray
dose (rads) | (14 1 MeV) | ( 180 KVp)
revolving only | 2.6+ 0.1
10 1.1+ 0.1 1.2 0.2
20 0.7+ 0.1 0.8 +0.2
40 0.3+ 0.1 0.3 +0.1
60 | 0.1340.04 | 0.1440.05

Fig. 3. Labeling index and ED,, for spleen and
thymus

LI

%

1%

S SPLEEN

30 [

20 Ty :

52 : T = Neutron -

Uﬁ 4 “~.r-:.:,‘:‘-THYMUS

03l T asleenitoms ]

3 T Nedron [+ 23 (213 R

| 0KV X-ray (=28 215 1 ‘-.‘_‘“X'nly

NE!itm‘;‘l"‘.‘::R

ol i % %0 70 E) frad
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Table 5 *H-Thymidine L.I. for intestinal epithelium

dose (rads) | (29 'Vevy | ¢ 180 Bvp)
Revolving only 254+ 0.3

10 18+ 0.4 —

20 19+ 1.8 —

60 17+ 1.0 21+ 2
100 12+ 1.1 20+ 1.2
200 9+ 0.3 17+ 1.2
300 6+ 0.1 10+ 1.8
400 3+ 1.0 6+ 1.0

Fig. 4. Labeling index and ED,, for intestinal

epithelium
LI
i
-
20f Iy e
o T &
- i
R s S
L T i e
e ~._¥ B —
g T~ meutron 4
[ IEDso o R
3 T Nﬂ.t;EW)_ '}ﬁ .
21 <BOKWp X-ray | 230 i
06000 300 390 100720

2) MK UM LI KU EDy 13453 FE
4%, EIROML TH5.

3) BB LI B0t EDy 1355 5 %,
HAaFOML THS.

4) PEo EDy X biREtaCRD-R B EfE
PRET D ER2 YoM TtHB.

Total bone marrow cell 1.2
Spleen 1.2
Thymus el
Intestine 1.8

MEOR B EfE, B B KL sl
TR, JREESAZLIC AT karyorhexis L
pyknosis [Tk ) D fEEE 2k b, BEE(+)rh%
) BE () w285 L, M RT ik
ETIRSIC X SREEN XL LBE L E XD
N3 (EE6F). NG 1 krypten Mo 25
MfaZcz 100 >WTEHIL 7228, *H-Thymi-
dine uptake DA & I12IF—F L BT L
GE7H).
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Table 6 Grade of cell damage of intestine
thymus and spleen

dose | Intestine Thymus Spleen
(rads) ]I_\Ioiut-’x_r ay :I?Ioimt- X-ray lfo?:_“- X-ray
~60 I+ [+ 1+

0, + |+ |+ |+ | # |+
200 + | | H# | # | # | +
300 | H#H | 4+ | H | H | H | H#
400 H | F 4 | H |

Table 7 Number of damaged injestinal epithelium
cellsper Krypten

dose (rads) % Neutron 1 K-ray 1 N/X
revolving only | 0.01
60 | 0.67 0.57 | 1.2
100 | 2.33 .05 | 2.2
200 | 3.42 2.58 1.3
300 | 521 3.73 1.4
400 | 9.46 5. 54 1.7

1) 0.43~ 1.8MeV fi:F% DR BE.

a) LT

3MeV Van de Graff Generator (Brookhaven
National Laboratory).

H® (p.n)—He® D LD, hiEFo=F1F
—BAMHGT © target LicFHICIOREZL
ZFIAL, 0.43, 0.65, 1.0, 1.5K0" 1.8 MeV
OEREEPETRC SRR Lz, EL, SiET
=FAF - EEOEE (1RED) kb, 100
KV, vy ADKREICIHHAND, £20KV
DA T HMEME R,

T#E contamination 1.8 MeV Tfy3% (film
Hicx ).

TR E R ER 1N, Y NEERE DL+
A M7 T v b — A% tissue equivalent liquid ¢
FTLTHEHAL, ZodicflfEL- tissue equivalent
chamber % AN Cill5E LTz,

(K : hEEFHCIE 0.3rad/min.

b) ©Co #piF (%) : 0.8DEH= X b 250
KVp X #Uc il L 7o, $E:381266 rad/min.
o) EEREM

Carworth Farms, BNL Storner strain 4 JEjif
= AEfER L.

HARE SRS MG H26% H115

Fig. 5. Revolving neutron irradiation apparatus
(Van de Graaf Generator)

[ NEUTRN ENERGIES
1.00
FFROM
B&”mPéﬁﬁjpig;mmR .
- Mey PROTONS - —> 25,-\;IcméEEiN
| MONITOR
TRITIUM TARGET- %{S%IUES& "
SE RATE N ALL Rl RING(ONE SHOWN)

ESSENTIALLY 17 RADS A
B MR /‘E&_____
RNS ON ROILERS AT | REV. PER 3MIN )

(%EGOEA;g{IRD ESSENTIALLY BILATERAL EXPOSURE)

Table 8 Irradiation dose

irradiation | dose(rads)
Control . ii‘;dving 0
X-ray ( 250 KVp) 8i 523
Neutron 0. 43 MeV 30.7 98.2
” 0.65 » 29.1 93.0
” 1.00 » 29.7 94.5
” 1.50 » | 29.1 93.0
s 180 » | 29.7 94.5

d) FREFJ5HE

< ALEE 1FEEL, HE5XoML genera-
tion @ & — AIifLs, styroform # dise £ = 3
AF =Y VIR L, EHECEIERH 21T
. ORI EET S o TR X b RS
Sh, HEREPRESHAIEOR .,

) MRGHRE

RS S ROMCTH S .

) *H-Thymidine Autoradiography

SH.Thymidine 20 sic % MR & b IS 6 FEI)
BITEEL, 1) OFEBREFHEEHOAR 2 7k
Autoradiogram % {ESL, 4BEiHIIE 08 1o red
cell precursor, [, JE#Ifao labeling index %
R EDg WOz X DRBERFEE L.

5%

Red cell precursor yfoticegafifiiao L.I,
B IFTRTMS THS .

Eig LI X b BRI B L EDyy 0N
R B EfHIXFI0EROML T, K= F —rpikT
Uz AT red cell precursor, 4 F-Efflfadt i 2
~ 4 OFCH b, Bz red cell precursor 12T

— 66 —



FAFM424: 2 A25H

Table 9 Labeling index for red cell precursors
and total bene marrow cells.

H Red cell | Total bone |
Dose (rads) precursor marrow cell |
absolute Control |
39.04+ 0.8 | 18.1+ 2.2 |
tress Control - =

Gevoloing only) 40.0F 6.2 | 20.6% 1.9 |
85 | 45.2+ 5.6 | 14.1=+ 0.8 |
X-ray(250KVp) 523 | 6.6%F 1.5 | 6.1%F 0.2 |
| i |
Neutron 0. 43MeV‘§g g ?g 8$ %i g%; é g i
| 29.1 35.0+ 3.2 | 18.8+ 1.5 |
Neutron 0.65 # g370| 17.0% 2.0 | 12.6F 2.2 |

: 29.7/ 42.2+ 5.3 | 14.7+ 1.2
Neutron 1.0 7 9475 26°0%F 3.0 | 12.7% 2.7 |
. _ 29.1| 34.0+ 1.8 | 17.4+ 4.1 |
Neutron 1. 5 7 9375/ 51.0% 0.4 | 12.8% 0.7 |
T 29.7| 23.0+ 5.0 | 14.2+ 0.4 |
Neutron 1.8 7 45 51 0% 0.4 | 12.0+ 2.2 |

Table 10 RBE and ED,, for red cell precursors
and total bonemarrow cells.

Red cell Total bone
precursor marrow cell
energy

EDy, ]RBE ED,, |RBE

Neutron0. 43MeV| 78rad| 4.1 | 106rad| 3.6
0. 65 B2~ 4.0 138»| 2.8

1.0 166.~| 2.0 126~ 3.0

1.5 102~| 3.2 139~| 2.8

1.8 82x| 4.0 115~ 3.3

X-ray( 250KVp) 325~| 1.0 385~| 1.0

X 1.0MeV thiET4 DR B EfEE T2 EHTH
iz
5 E
kTR B EDFRIFaA £10MeV L E
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Fig. 6 Neutron energy and RBE for various

organs.
6.0r /\ T P
Spermatogonia(*)- ~Baleman
4 O\ ><3 e
40 —
Oy “““*—- <%l ht(o)-Bats
RBE ~— : Qj fﬁ;ﬁ?yﬂ »)--Babman
30t "-‘“"—-———oﬂ Elone marrow total
//. cell aumber ()
20+ - " Sl ~—Red cell precursor (x)
\"‘—-————-o.., o Lodinalid Deaeyridine
10 " uptake in qui (#)~Balomar
0704 05 0§ 07080970 15 20Mev

Fig. 7 Neutron energy and RBE for total bone
marrow cells and red cell precursors.

RBE
4} -~
T S
” \.r \ N
) Red cell precursor \@ bone marrow o2}
B
r o
006 T 2 0 20 Me?
o T, 0.8~ 1.20f%HRL, BEDmMF

¥ TE AR E—FTD.
FEoT, 0.45~ 1.8MeV ofiE{E=F ¥ —
hPEFOR B EL 2~ 4.3 LS EERR L

DE=FAF—ROATEY, L2 DNAGHK T, B4 LFA—&FTiThhiz Brookhaven
HER AR L Uiz dh ¥ B g\, thik T National Laboratory icfdiF% Bond S0,
BHMACR T 5 R B EOERREE RS L1 Mo BRI A IREE & LBt &6 Blom
Table 11 RBE of fast neutron for bone marrow.
Author ‘ year ‘ neutron source animals‘ parameter ‘ control ‘ REE [
J.B. Storer et al® 1957 14 MeV rat R.B.C. ®Fe uptake| 250KVp X-ray | 0.84
V.P. Bond et al® 1956 8 MeV dog V' F 0. 95
E.L. Alpen et al'® 1960 12 MeV dog ” // 0.9
W.A. Rambach et al® | 1959 | C-P-5 Roactor | rat | ” Co y-ray 1.0
S.J. Baum et al® 1961 12 MeV dog ” 250KVp X-ray 1.0
W.E. Davis et al*® 1961 fission N. mice DNA contents 180KVp X-ray 1.0
Yoshinaga et al'® 1963 14.1 MeV mice |R.B.C. **Fe uptake Za i
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=X AF —DIIMTHECR B B L, Hic
MR TS T L E T & ORIICE GBS

HAE SR ek Hm6e #11s

Table 12 Neutron energy and RBE for total
bone marrow cells and red cell prezursors.

BOLT % & LR S hie. BEMRCR TS energy Talioe ey
TROME =% v F—p FR LR B EfEDH Neutron(0, 43MeV 3.6 4.1
PEAZ R Shicn, #iELET & ofic 0.65 28 | 0
BRI BB B 207z X 1.0MeV iftid 5 ED - > .
50 'D_tiia"‘i’ j{ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂ—:\‘% & Uiz Merriam 14: 1 f_ 1 .2 —;
FORBFTEWTHIEHEhiLThoT, 0
Table 13 RBE of fast Neutron for intestinal epithelium.
Arathor year ‘ neutron source |animals parameter J Control RBE
V.P. Bond et al® | 1956 14 MeV mice weight loss | 250 KVp Xeray | 2.3
M.L. Randerph!'® 1958 14.1 MeV ” ” | s 1.35
S. Lesher et al'? 1958 fission N Vs mitosis ! Co p-ray 76
I -
Yoshinaga et al' | 1963 | 14.1 MeV 7| weight loss R Ve Xyl 1
r : *H-Thymidine
A. Tsuya et al ‘ 1966 14.1 MeV ” Labeling Index 7 1.8 i

FZEC 35\ T Oxygen resonance 12 J % WY = *
AF —DHEINE FDREEED 1 2: LTHIF T
5.

Fal#, MOR B E130.43~ 1.8MeV i Fic
KT, BEREITEYL TH LR, FHH
FRigpotens, 3LAEEBfEXHh, 14.1MeV
PEFR B EDEIEMA %4582 & Lz Bond, 5k
DHETH, 1.19~ 1.5, YUcl.16~ 1.7CH
2LEMb, RRVEMERRTLOLELRS.

XPRETFORERIT 2REETR »O#g X
NTWD8, kDR BEfE0ENS & 0135813
ROWL T, Kk, B, BEiMla L iEiEe,
MR < L BRI 0 2 b2 X e
LT EEECH b, FrEY intestinal death (Qu-
astler et al) DOJFFE & LTo/NEOREEN R x
D DOFEEFCIE L TF 2 L BT 5 v
hic.

BENTHRONREE LCodlTEe2E B, 4
WHHERC OV TELET HHE, Bd Bk -
Lk, LET® LA LICEFESSE (oxygne en-
hancement ratio) DIETT58ETcHS (DK,
Bewley, 1963, R.]. Berry et al, 1963, J.F. Fow-
ler, 1964). Berry |31z~ & A M BREHHIC D\

TEDERIE ML, cyclotron b DT
IEEREHE 22.52L T B LFEBXEE OB E121.69
IAET3% 2 L2 8E L. Zix Anoxic 7
DIEFRCEE LT X LR TR0 BRI s &
ZINT S OT, [REIROIEH~DFH A2 R
b0 LBbhB.
w W

WE NS-H ElpbeTRAEEBEWYOR Van de
Graff Generator # rpi=—Fi > L, *H-Thymidine
EIRR A HRIEL LT, 0.43, 0.65 1.0, 1.5, 1.8
Bo14. 1 MeV hi o R B Effid w7,
D &EHifaE o Red cell precursor o
R BEI30.43MeV T4 4.120° 3.6%7RL,
LETOETEHXICRBEDEKTAL LR, 14.1
MeV Cix 1.2 RLEMPRLIZ. BLEZOE
RBELLET &M I Lle s
2tz PlEn 2 MeV I Foff= 54 & ——if
IZRBEDE—7NHAFHE 1ML,

2) 14.1MeV sh¥ETMollE, B35 R
BEX LIV 1.2THot.

3) 14.1MeV TR IGRMEC 35 R
BEX 1.8CiDEEEOM L b EET, hi:Fic
LBBOMENRKTHE Z LR L.
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