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CT Findings of Localized Lymphatic Spread of
Lung Cancer: Correlation with
pathologic findings

Atsuro Tsuchiya, Tamio Kushihashi
and Hirotsugu Munechika

[Purpose] The appearance of localized lymphatic spread of
lung cancer as evaluated by computed tomography (CT) was
correlated with the pathologic specimens in 178 patients.
Clinical significance was also studied, with emphasis on nodal
staging (N factor).

[Materials and Methods) Eighteen of 178 patients histo-
pathologically demonstrated severe lymphatic spread of lung
cancer along the bronchovascular bundles. CT findings of
localized lymphatic spread of lung cancer and nodal stag-
ing of 18 patients were retrospectively reviewed and com-
pared with 160 patients with no severe localized lymphatic
spread of lung cancer.

[Results] All 18 patients with severe lymphatic spread showed
linear opacities extending from the tumor to the pulmonary
hilum or peripheral pleura depending on the location of lung
| cancer. Ten of the 18 patients also showed regional thick-
ening of bronchovascular bundles. The nodal staging of these
18 patients was more aggressive than that of other patients
without severe lymphatic spread.

[Conclusion] If linear opacities and regional thickening of
bronchovascular bundles extending from the tumor to
pulmonary hilum or peripheral pleura are demonstrated on
CT, severe lymphatic spread of lung cancer can be strongly
suspected, and lung cancer staging should be done carefully.
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Table 1 CT and pathologic findings in patients with severe localized lymphatic spread of lung cancer (Ly3+)

CT findings Patholagic findings
Cogi® | Spton o | Wil | poiirotenig | Sk, sy vogo | W | ores
from tumor to hilum thickened B peripheral pleura | peripheral spiculation S TIN|M
1/75/M + - - + + - Ad 4| 2|0|PM (samelobe)
2/63/F + + - + - Ad 4|2 0|PM (samelobe)
3/56/M + + + - - - Sq 4|2/ 0|PM (samelobe)
4/33/M + - + + + - Ad 4|2|1|PM (otherlobe)
5/71/M - + + + - Sq 3| 2| 0| Tumorlocated near the hilum
6/46/M + + + - Ad 4120
7/62/M + - - - - Large |32 0
8/52/F + - - + - Ad 2120
9/62/M - + - + - Ad 2| 2| 0| Tumor lccated near the hilum
10/68/M + - - - - Ad 2|11]0
11/70/F + - - + - Ad 3/1(0
12/51/M + - - - -+ - Ad 1120
13/58/F + - - - - - Ad 1120
14/47/M + + - + - - Ad 2|12|0
15/40/M + + - + - - Ad 31210
16/70/F + - + - - Ad 212|0
17/56/F + - - - - - Ad 41 2(0|PM (same lobe)
18/56/F + + - - - - Ad 120

BVB: bronchovascular bundles, PM: pulmonary metastasis, Ad: adenocarcinoma, Sq: squamous cell carcinoma.
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72, CTHTROMFHIBIE &t x v/, @E 1 > Fo b
A FE-650, 74 FUEEZ13008 L7z, & Tlomm
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(A)
Fig. 1 Case 11. A 70-year-old female.
CT (5 mm thin section) (A) demonstrates many linear opacities extending from tumor (T} to pulmonary hilum (arrow<) Peripheral linear
opacities (open arrows) are also noted with some pleural implantations (arrowheads). On the specimen micrograph (B) (original magnifi-
cation, x 4, hematoxylin-eosin stain), severe lymphatic spread of lung cancer is demonstrated along the perivascular spaces (arrows).
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Fig. 2 Case 16. A 70-year-old female.

CT (10 mm collimation) (A) and HRCT (B) dem-
onstrate a thickened linear opacity extending from
tumor (T) to pulmonary hilum (arrows). Patho-
logically, these thickened linear opacities were
associated with lymphatic spread of lung cancer
along the bronchovascular bundles adjacent to
the tumor periphery (arrows in C) (original magnifi-
cation, x 4, hernatoxylin-eosin stain).

4A,4B). TR L 72 S S A HE O NRRES S 3 HEIASA L7 (Fig, 1A). SNe 9FD S b, HiksdshiF
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Fig. 3 Case 14. A 47-year-old male.
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CT (10 mm collimation) (A) and HRCT (B) demonstrate linear opacities (arrows) and thickened bronchovascular bundles (open arrows)

extending from the tumor (T) to the pulmonary hilum.
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(A)
Fig. 4 Case 15. A 40-year-old male.

(B)

Adjacent 5 mm thin-section CT (A, B) demonstrate thickened linear opacities (arrows) and thickened bronchovascular bundles (open

arrows)extending from the tumor (T) to the pulmonary hilum.
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Table 2 Number of patients with abnormal CT findings in each group of localized lymphatic spread of lung cancer

. . CT findings
Histopathologic
degree of localized | Total number |  Spiculation Thickened Multiple small | Spiculation extending | Small pleural noclules
lymphatic spread extending from nodules along from tumor to attached to peripheral | Polygonal line
BVB P
tumor to hilum thickened BVB| peripheral pleura spiculation
3 1" 13 0*
Ly ) & (8%) (3%) (33%) e
15" 2 42 0
Ly () &0 (19%) (3%) (53%) a
1‘1tt 2” 1 1 * ot
Ly (24) & (34%) (5%) (27%) g
i6 10 : 11 3
Ly (34) 16 (89%) (56%) | (17%) (61%) (17%) °

#k:p < 0.01, #: p < 0.05.

HofITIE, MOBICHEL, VU EEEBAN2LLET
HAPDBHAEIIEH L ASN(p<0.01).
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PIVPAY NESEE TSI 3 i R i TN 1 L VPN EaNp
R, 13 COLNER ORFIM DM 2 13 MRk R 4L S
N, Fok, Hif-H6E) o EREE L2 Lo 10k
D, V/NEOREEREIT. $5&, V) 8kIEMMIC
A7) BIOFHMNZELE LY, 1) 2 oSHASEE L TRl i
Wb Edbdsb., T LREICRS L, FigonGra
D) VENICEmOEIRSALNSE LR AY, Tk
2L, oMM EVIREN L AL 312
p;: % lU]_

Table 3 Histopathologic nodal staging; N factor, n(%)
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Mg, IO DAL EBFOREETS 5199,

A1) I EAERE D (3+) T = 7N OCTHT R okks
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Kbz, B v VSRR L FNI00E S S

Histopathologic
degree of localized | Total number NO N1
lymphatic spread
36" 3
Ly ) 39 ©2%) | (8%)
56 16 8"
Ly () £ (70%) | (20%) | (10%)
12° 11 18
Ly (&) “ (29%) (27%) | (44%)
0 2 16
Ly (3+) 18 (11%) (89%)

HIREOMEM, ) 2 SERE S SR ORIA L %

Abhi, ThEOBEIEIZ2VWTIE, Bkl LS

##:p < 0.01, *=: p <0.05.
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