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Combined effect of fast neutrons and ~-rays in mice
by

Kenji Takeshita, Shigetoshi Antoku, Shozo Sawada and Hirofumi Okanishi
Department of Radiation Biology, Research Institute for Nuclear Medicine and
Biology, Hiroshima University

Approximately 1000 ddN female mice were studied to determine the effect of mixed irradiation of
14 MeV neutrons and Co-60 y-rays in terms of lethality and hematopoietic injuries.

Mice were first exposed to neutrons, and to y-rays immediately afterwards. The intervals between
neutron and y-ray exposures varied from 5 to 10 minutes.

LDy cq0, of this mixed radiation in equivalent dose ratios based on RBE of neutrons and y-rays was
1040 rem. RBE of neutrons to y-rays was assumed to be 1.5. Comparing this dose with 870 rem for Co-
60 y-rays, an RBE of 0.84 was obtained from mixed radiation.

‘When neutron dose was expressed in rad instead of rern, LDy 4, of the mixed radiation was 870 rad
and the RBE was 1.0. According to Glasstone, an RBE of 1.0 for nuclear weapon neutrons is the best
estimate obtainable at the present time. The results in the present study agree with Classtone’s estimate
for neutron RBE in mixed radiations.

‘When mice were exposed to a given biologically effective dose from mixed radiation in varing ratios,
mortality was higher for neutrons and y-rays only than for the mixed radiation and gradually decreased
as the ratios approached unity.

Daily mortality and weight change manifested patterns similar to those of neutrons and y-rays ac-
cording to which component predominated.

The effects of mixed radiation on iron-59 uptake by circulating whole blood and liver, and femoral
marrow were additive regardless of mixture ratios. This comrehensive study is continuing.

Considering RBE of each component, the biological effect of mixed irradiation was not additive in
dose for some biological responses. For such responses, dose effect relationship cannot be described

according to the biological effective dose of the component radiation alone.
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Figure 1. Thirty-day mortality in mice after
irradiation
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Table 1. Thirty-day mortality of ddN female mice exposed to mixtures of
®Co y-rays and 14.1 MeV neutrons

) ’ 0 ] 30 day-
= Bomy g o aphes o mice dod]| o,

Unirradiated Control 0 20 0 /U
Irradiated Control

7 4507 450 900 20 11 55
Mixed irradiation

N 279471 419 838 20 0 0

N 32147 482 964 20 3 15

N 340-7 510 1020 20 8 40

N 360471 540 1080 20 14 70

N 3844+ 575 1150 20 19 95
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Table 2. Thirty-day mortality of ddN female mice exposed to mixtures in
various ratios of *“Co y-rays and 14.1 MeV neutrons

Doty | Do raio | Nember o Number o mice dend | sl
Unirradiated Control — 100 0 . o
Mixed irradiation

N 600471 0 100: 0 70 50 71
N 5404-7v 93 90: 10 70 40 57
N 4804-r 186 80: 20 70 41 59
N 3904-7 326 65: 35 60 14 23
N 30047 465 50 : 50 50 20 40
N 21047 605 35: 68 60 32 53
N 12047 744 20: 80 60 41 68
N 60471 837 10: 90 50 33 66
N 047 930 0: 100 60 53 88 B

Figure 2. Thirty-day mortality in mice ex-
posed to varing mixtures of ® Co y-rays and
14,1 MeV neutrons
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Figure 3. Comparison of the daily mortality
after irradiation
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Figure 4. Body-weight curves for 30-day sur-
vivors in mice exposed to mixed radiation
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Figure 5. Femoral bone marrow cell count
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Figure 6. Fe-59 uptake in blood and liver
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